GREAT WAR

THE HOME FRONT

AS IT WAS DURING THE YEARS 1914
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When war broke outin 1914, Sidcup was abusy town with
many different shops along thehigh street, sixlarge churches
all near each other, schools, sports clubs and many societies.
Thewarwould make abig difference to thelives of everyone.
Look at this piece from thelocal newspaper of August 1914.

HOWTO BE USEFULIN WAR-TIME
PRACTICALPATRIOTISM

Firstand foremost,- Keepyourheads. Be calm.
Goaboutyourordinarybusiness quietly and soberly.
Donotindulgein excitementor foolish demonstration.

Secondly.-Think of others more than youarewontto do.
Think of your duty toyourneighbour.

Donotstoregoods and createan artificial scarcity to thehurtofothers.
Rememberthatisanactof mean andselfish cowardice.

Remember thosewho areworse off than yourself.

Paypunctuallywhatyou owe, especially toyour poorest creditors,

such aswasherwomen and charwomen.

Ifyouare an employer think of your employed.
Givethemwork andwages aslongasyou can,and work short time
rather than close down.

Dowhatyou can to cheer and encourage our soldiers.
Gladlyhelp anyorganisation for their comfort and welfare.

Explainto theyoungandignorantwhatwaris,
andwhywehavebeen forced towageit.

Peoplein Sidcup werekeen to help thewar effort and sewed
bandages and dressings and filled hessian sandbags for the trenches.
Aslocal menbegan to dieinbattle orbe senthome badlywounded
almosteveryfamilywas affected. Our townwas tobecome famous
throughout the medicalworld as the pioneering centre of facial
reconstruction or, as we knowit today, plastic surgery.

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY POPPY TRAIL






No. Siz THE SIDCUPBARBER’SSHOP  Herearesomeother shopswhich were
oinsideandlook attheold equipment  onthe High Streetin 1916. Whatdoyou
‘and the photos of Sidcupin the past. thinkyou couldbuyin them?

No.47, THETAILOR’S CHALK Saddler
The shop thatused tobeherein 1916
was ownedbyamanwhomadeartificial
teeth! What doyou think they could
‘havebeenmade of?

No. 55, BURNETT, HODD & JENKINS
- Thisusedtobeachemistownedby
John Sandbrook.

JOHN SANDBROOK [l & & .

(Three years with Messrs. ROBERTS & Co., 5, Rue de la Paix, Paris),
Bispensing Chemist & Pharmacist
(MEMBER OF THE PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY)

65, HIGH STREET, SIDCUP, KENT

English and Foreign Prescriptions Poulterer
: Bispensed in accordance with their :
: respective Pharmacopeias, : ¢

Only the Finest DRUGS & CHEMICALS STOCKED

HIGH GRADE TOILET SOAPS A SPECIALITY.
PATENT MEDICINES AT STORE PRICES.



RIGHT INTO HATHERLEY ROAD. STAND 0
THE SIDCUP CARE HOME.

Ifyouwere a Belgian childleaving
your home, howwould you feel?

Thisiswhatused

tobehere. Itwas
StJoseph’s Convent
schoolrun by French
nuns. When warbroke
outin 1914, thousands
of terrified Belgian
refugee families fled to
England and many came
to Sidcup. Somestayed
hereinthe convent.

Draw three thingsyouwouldbring
withyou. Remember, youhave to
leaveinagreathurryandyou must
carrywhateveryoubring.

THINK!
YOU DON'T SPEAK ENGLISH.
HOW WILL YOU GET ON
AT SCHOOL IN SIDCUP?
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'WALK DOWN THE ROAD TO NO. 20.
- THIS HOUSE USED TO BE CALLED HIGHDEN.
THIS WAS DR JAMES CROMBIE’S HOUSE
AND SURGERY.

Dr Crombiehad three sonswho all died
serving their country. Allof them are

on Sidcup’s War Memorial. Perhapsyou
canfind them atthe end of this trail?

DR JAMES CROMBIE IAN CROMBIE JAMES CROMBIE WILLIAM CROMBIE

Canyoudrawtwo things adoctor
would need for their work?

THINK!
HOW MUST DR CROMBIE
AND HIS WIFE HAVE FELT
LOSING THEIR SONS IN
THE WAR?
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Thehallwas used by theseladies
foraveryimportantpurpose.
Whatdoyouthinkhappenedhere?

WHAT MIGHT THIS VAD BE
SAYING ABOUT HER WORK?

TURN RIGHT INTO HADLOW ROAD. ‘
STOP OUTSIDE EMMANUEL CHURCH HALL
(FORMERLY THE WESLEYAN
METHODIST CHURCH HALL).

THINK!
WOULD YOU
HAVE VOLUNTEERED
TO BEA VAD?

VADs mostlywomen and some men.
Trainedin First Aid and general
nursing. :
Mostly marriedladies who did not
need moneyasworkwas UNPAID!
Also did the work of menwhowere
awayfighting, e.g. driving
ambulances, lightingfires.
Manyjobs weredirtyand unpleas: L
e.g.cleansingwounds, Washl
bandages.



In1917,the

openedin Sidcup

to treatthe soldiers
with terrible facial
wounds. Inbetween

operations,

theseyoungmen
wandered around
the streetswith
nowhere to go.

WHAT WOULD A WOUNDED
SOLDIER MISS WHILE

Queen’s Hospital

~ WALK A(R(‘)SﬁS.TOfTHE TOP OF HADLOW ROAD.
- LOOK ACROSS THE HIGH STREET TO NO. 40.

THINK!

IN HOSPITAL?

Specialbluebenchesweresetup
for them to siton. Draw a bench for
asoldierto siton.

No.40wasa
Soldiers’ Rest
Room -somewhere
for them to go
andhave DRINK
and achatwithout
peoplestaring
attheir faces.
Aswounded
soldiers, they
wore special blue
uniformswithred
ties. There were
NO mirrorsinthe
hospital. Why?




Whatdoyounoticeaboutthekneelers?
Choose one to draw.

Have alook around the chapel.

Canyoufind anyof these:




1

Canyoufind ‘T. Highgate’ on the
Memorial? On 8th September 1914,
hebecame the first soldier of the
war to be executed for desertion.
Hewaspardonedin 2006.

THOMAS HIGHGATE

3

Canyoufindandwrite the names
ofthe three Crombiebrothers?

WALK ACROSS THE GREEN TO
THE WAR MEMORIAL.
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WELL DONE!

FAMILY POPPY TRAIL



ON THE WORK OF THE QUEEN’S HOSPITA -
AND SIR HAROLD GILLIES CAN BE SEEN AT

http://www.gilliesarchives.org.uk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zxw42hv

FURTHER READING NON-FICTION:

My Dear, I Wantedto Tell You
and The Heroes’ Welcome
by LouisaYoung

Toby’s Room by Pat Barker

RECOMMENDED READING FOR CHILDREN:

War Gameby Michael Foreman
War Horseby Michael Morpurgo
Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo

FOR FURTHER GENERAL INFORMATION
AND PHOTOS ON SIDCUP GO TO:

www.bexleyboroughphotos.org
www.bexley.gov.uk/localhistory
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