ALIVING PAGEANT

A COMMUNITY

- SATURDAY JUNE I8TH 2016
SIDCUP HIGH STREET 10AM TO 4PM




FOREWORD

Itisfittingand appropriate thatwe should
mark therole Sidcup played during the Great
Warandtheimpactthatthehorrors ofthe
battlefield had on this community. The names
of Sidcup’slost sonswho hadwalked our
streets, livedin ourhouses and then made the
ultimatesacrificeareimmortalised on the
war memorial. Butourtownhadanotherrole
toplay, atthevanguard of medicalscience
with theopeningin 1917 of whatwaslater
tobecome Queen Mary’s Hospital. Inthese
buildings, ground-breakingtechniques for
facialreconstructive surgerywere pioneered
under theleadership of Sir Harold Gillies, the
manwidelyrecognisedasthefatherof modern
plasticsurgery.

Andthemedical staffatthe Queen’s
Hospitalwent further, considering, perhaps
forthefirsttime, thelongterm psychological
effects of those disfigured bywarfare,in
methods oftreatmentand carethatunderpin
thework undertakenbymedical professionals
insupportoftoday’s armedforces.

The Great Warwrenched men and women
from theirfamilies; fathers sentto the
frontline to confront the enemy, mothers
volunteeringas nurseswith VoluntaryAid
Detachmentsathome andabroad. Millions
neverreturned. Thetragedyofthe Great
Warhasleftascaronvirtuallyeveryvillage,
townandcityinthe UKandacross Europe,
includingherein Sidcup. Itis therefore
importantthat, with thisfestivaland
others planned up and down the country, we
commemorate thelives of thosewho gave
theirs for our freedom and paytribute to their
courageandresilience.

Aswelookbackontheeventsofthe Great
Warand commemorate thelife stories of
thosethatendured them,we mustremember
notonlytherolethatourtown playedin this
terrible conflict, butalso theutter devastation
andhuman tragedyof warand conflict. As
fighting continues around theworld, we
mustremember those thatfacesuffering
atthehands ofothersandthesacrificeso
many peoplefrom Sidcup madeto protectthe
freedoms thatwe enjoytoday.

James Brokenshire MP, Old Bexley & Sidcup

INTRODUCTION

Welcometo Sidcup’s Great War: A Living
Pageant. Overthepasttwoyearswehave
heardalotaboutthe GreatWarnationally
andthe profound effectithad on this
country. Today, thanks to the Lamorbey
and Sidcup Local History Societyand

its manypartners and supporters,

we commemorate the effect thatthe
GreatWarhadlocallyon Sidcup, astory
hithertolargelyuntold. Sidcup playedits
part,notonlyin providing men for the
Forces (over260 gave theirlives) and the
pioneeringwork carried outin plastic
surgeryatThe Queen’s (now Queen Mary’s)
Hospital, butin manyotherwayssuch
astheestablishmentofvoluntaryaid
detachments andauxiliaryhospitals.

A greatmanyfascinatingevents,
entertainingandeducational, areon
offertodayintheheartof Sidcup. Thanks
areduetoagreatmanyindividualsand
organisations for thesebutespecial thanks
aredueto Denise Baldwin, Chairof the
Lamorbeyand Sidcup Local History Society
andits Pageant Committee, the driving
forcebehind this ambitious programme of
events.

Thanks to agenerous grantfrom the
Heritage Lottery Fund the Societywillbe
continuing over thenextyeartoinvestigate
andorganiseactivitiesrelatingto the
historyof Sidcupin the Great War.

Have afantasticday.

Malcolm Barr-Hamilton, President,
Lamorbey & Sidcup Local History Society
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Family Poppy Trail ¥

The Library, 10am
Popintothelibraryandpickupatrailatthe
Lamorbeyand Sidcup Local Historystall.
Walk around the town and discover the story
ofSidcup’shome front, stoppingatnumbered
poppy points to search outnames, surprising
factsand personalstories. Supplementary
notesincluded formumsanddads. When
you’ve finished, gobackto thestalland
collectyour prize-kids only!

Ian Houghton

Ian Houghtonisalivinghistoryenthusiast
whofeelsitvitallyimportanttokeephistory
alive, especiallyrelatingto World WarI. He
goestogreatlengthstoensurethathegets
thingsasauthenticaspossibleandthat
information givenis correct.lan portraysa
number of World WarI characters, somebased
onreal people,andtodaywillbe portraying
aninjuredsoldierwhowasapatientatThe
Queen’s Hospital (nowQueen Mary’s), Sidcup.

Lamorbeyand Sidcup Local History Society
Sinceits formationin 1952, thesocietyhas
metregularlytolistentohistory-themed
lectures,runlocalwalksandoutingsand
engageinresearch andprojects. Meetings
now take placeat St Lawrence’s Community
Centre, Hamilton Road, Sidcup at 7.15pm
onthefirstTuesdayofthe month. A friendly,
livelysocietywhich welcomes visitors.
Whynotcomealong?

StJohnthe Evangelist

The parish church of StJohn the Evangelist
isaninspiring GradeIllistedbuildingin
the Early English stylewithlofty columns
andinterestingstained glasswindows.

The memorial chapelisespeciallypoignant
with manywell-knownlocal families
commemorated. Thebell towerwillbe open
for free 15 minute tours during Sidcup’s
Great War Pageant.




Scouts & Guides {

Thefaceofthesetwo organisationshas
changed considerablyoverthelast100years
andyou’dbeamazedatsomeof the tasksthe
young peoplewereaskedtododuringthe
waryears! Theycertainly playedan
importantrolein supportingthewar effort
onthe HomeFront. Visittheirstallsand find
outmore-youmayeven getto tryoutsome
things foryourself...

Learning Centre Bexley
Didyouknowthatthe Learning Centre
Bexleyoffers awealth of opportunities to
youngandoldwithadiverserange of courses?
Housedbehind thereplicafacade of the
former Black Horse Public House, ithas
supportedthe Great War Pageantbyhosting
stallsinitsartroom facility. Comeandhave
alookround.

StJohn Ambulance

StJohn Ambulance, foundedin 1887 as
avoluntaryorganisation, joinedwith the
Red Crossattheoutbreak ofwartobecome
theJointWar Committee. In this capacity,
itsbeneficiarieswerewar casualties who
received medical carein manyhospitals
in England and overseas. Find outabout
today’s dynamicvolunteerswhoare
StJohn Ambulance.

Sidcup Library @

Ifyouthinklibraries are stuffyand quiet,
well think again! Sidcup Libraryisabusy
well-established hubwhich hasbeenrecently
refurbished. Itoffers afunchildren’s area,
separate quiet ITrooms, meetingrooms,
studyareas and comfortableseatingplaces
plusteaand coffeefacilities. Itswelcoming
communityatmospherehas givenalotof
supportto the pageantevent. Threetalkswill
takeplaceat2.00pminthelibrary.

Official opening
James Brokenshire MP for

Old Bexley & Sidcup, The Mayor
of the the London Borough of
Bexley. Outside Prezzo.

Followed by The Belvedere ;
ConcertBand in EIm Parade :

A selection of readings and
poetry by Joanna Friel, Olive
Mercer & Nicole Whitehead.
St John’s Church

The Home Front

Immerse In Elegance at Joe Lyons Songs from the Playground

L. Aplaylet written and performed  Enjoy High Tea with quality A medley of songs performed
by the BOATE theatre group. service and entertainment by Old Bexley Primary School
Outside Sidcup & Co provided by the Gladys & Nippy Choir. Outside Morrisons
Waitresses and the NC3 Choir.
New Community Church Memories of Music Hall
iy Serenade Singers. Outside

W. Uden & Sons
11.30am Faces From the Front
The Queen’s Hospital, Sidcup,
1917-25. A talk by Dr Andrew
Bamiji FRCP. St Lawrence’s
Community Centre. Tickets in
advance only

Ist Greenhithe Highlanders
Piping Club
Waitrose

Songs from the Playground

A medley of songs performed
by Old Bexley Primary School
Choir. Outside the Library
Memories of Music Hall
Serenade Singers. Inside
The Portrait, EIm Parade

The Home Front
A playlet written and performed
by the BOATE theatre group.

Outside Sidcup & Co

The United States Army:

In the Trenches of World War |
A talk and demonstration by
Ryan Turner. St Lawrence’s
Community Centre
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4+ | Wind Quintet
Outside W. Uden & Sons

NC3 Choir
Songs from the era
Outside Waitrose

Faces From the Front

The Queen’s Hospital, Sidcup,
1917-25. A talk by Dr Andrew
Bamiji FRCP. St Lawrence’s
Community Centre. Tickets in
advance only

The Home Front

A playlet written and performed

Ist Greenhithe Highlanders
Piping Club
Morrisons

Excerpts from

Oh! Whata Lovely War
Rose Bruford College
Outside Library

A series of short talks:

Sidcup’s Memorial Men

Will Cooban

The US Army In the Trenches
Ryan Turner

Sidcup in World War |
Andrew Walker

Library

Bird College Junior, Senior
Youth and School Choirs
Elm Parade

THE GREAT WAR ANNIVERSARY
SIDCUP’S GREAT WAR PAGEANT

1914-1918 CEREMONY OF REMEMBRANCE

Y

The War Memorial, Sidcup Green, Kent.

Saturday 18" June 2016

ORDER OF SERVICE

Poppy Wreaths & Floral Tributes will be laid

The Exhortation

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn
At the going down of the Sun, and in the Morning

v

We Will Remember Them

by the BOATE theatre group

Outside Sidcup & Co o . .
We Will Remember Them
Excerpts from Bird College: Bexley Youth Band
Oh! What a Lovely War 2.30-3.15. EIm Parade
Rose Bruford College The ‘Last Post’ is sounded
Outside Library the Standards & Colours will be lowered
The Home Front Bird College: Little Big Band Two Minutes Silence - will be observed
Aplaylet written and performed  3.15-3.45. Elm Parade
by the BOATE theatre group followed by ‘Reveille’
Outside Sidcup & Co B the Standards & Colours will then be raised
Ist Greenhithe Highlanders / p \ The Kohima PI‘aj[eI'
Piping Club B
Olifite Bty G S When you go home, tell them of us and Say

Ceremony of Remembrance for your tomorrow, We gave our Today

The Royal British Legion, Sidcup

&Footscray Branch. The War G - £ ¥ The B]essing

Memorial, Sidcup Green : : :

followed by - Go in Peace to love & serve the Lord

The Royal British Legion — Sidcup & Foots Cray Branch




STALLS

UNITED SERVICES CLUB, MAIN ROAD

® Royal British Legion: To the memory of
thefallenandthefutureoftheliving:
information and poppies, with donations
tothe PoppyAppeal.

CORNER OF MAIN ROAD/ELM ROAD
(OPPOSITE PREZZ0)

Rotary: Information on this organisation
of peoplewho shareapassion forand
commitmentto enhancing communities
andimprovinglives.

® Sidcup ArtClub: Paintings on display,
demonstrations by club members, plus child
portraitswhileyouwait. Donations to the
British Legion onanysales.
Queen Mary’s Hospital: Displayon the
historyof The Queen’s Hospitalwhich
openedin 1917 to perform pioneering
surgeryonsoldierswith facialinjuries.
Friends of Foots Cray Meadows:
Find outaboutthework doneto protect
thebiodiversityfeatures of thisimportant
publicopenspace.
Bromleyand Bexley Branch of Soldiers,
Sailors and Families Association (SSAFA):

Find outaboutthework of the oldest military

charityinthe countryand explorelocal
historyrecords from the time of the First
World War.

265 Battery Royal Artillery: In current
uniform,withinformation on this Army
Reserve Unitdeploying High Velocity
Missile Systems, basedin Grove Park.

OUTSIDE 2 ELM ROAD

Sidcup Ladies Luncheon Club (Cancer
Research UK): Displayofadvancesin cancer
treatments and survivalrates since the
FirstWorld War. Latestinformation from
Cancer Research UK and thisactivelocal
fundraising group.

NISBETT WALK

® Scoutsand Guides: Discoverwhat Scouts

and Guides did to supportthewarefforton
the Home Front. Then as now, community
service, preparation forlifeand adventure
aretothefore!

EMMANUEL CHURCH HALL, HADLOW ROAD

Metropolitan Police Heritage Centreand
Friends of Metropolitan Police Heritage
Collection: Find outaboutthehistoryof
policing Sidcup from the 1st Division Bow
Street Horse Patrolin 1827 up to WWI.
BexleyArchaeological Group: Find out
aboutthehistoryandarchaeologyofthe
localarea.

® YoungArchaeologists’ Club: Tryon auniform

andhaveyourphoto takeninaphotobooth,
justassoldiers did before theywenttowar.
Also objects tohandle.

W Peter Frost’s Recruitment Station:

Your countryneedsyou! Joinup asrecruits
wouldhave done 1914-15. Enlistment
paperwork completed using periodnib pen
andrealink!

LegacyHistorical Services Ltd: Questions
aboutthe FirstWorld Warbattlefields?
Talk to Steve Hookins, historical military
presenter andbattlefield tour guide. Also
FirstWorld Warmilitaryand Home Front
artefactstolookat.

® Explore Learning Sidcup: Providing Maths
and English tuition for children aged 5-14,
ofallabilities. Come andjoin First World War
workshops 11-12pm and 1-2pm-pre-book
only. TobookyourplaceTel. (020) 37141229,
E-mail: sidcup@explorelearning.co.uk.

OUTSIDE SIDCUP LIBRARY

® StJohn Ambulance: Memorabiliaand
uniforms from the First World War.
First Aid Point

SIDCUP LIBRARY

® Lamorbeyand Sidcup Local History Society:
HostofSidcup’s Great War: A Living
Pageant. Pickupyour Family Poppy Trail.
SeewhatSidcuplookedlikeatthe time of
the First World War. Find outabout Sidcup’s
Home Front.

BexleyLocal Studies and Archive Centre:

A selection ofbooks, archive materials,
photographs andinformation about Bexley’s
WWIRollof Honour.

W North West Kent Family History Society:
Whatwas the GreatWarall about?
Information foradults and children about
thewarandaboutresearchingyourfamily
history. Alsosee Harry Potter’s familytree!

Thissymbol ¥ denoteseventsand
organisationsthatareof particularinterest
tochildren.

LEARNING CENTRE BEXLEY

Friends of Red House: Find outabout
thework done towards the maintenance,
restoration and conservation of Red House,
theiconic Arts and Crafts home of William
Morris, andits garden.

Bexley Civic Society: Find outabout projects
toimprovethelocal environmentwithin the
London Borough of Bexley.

Sidcup U3A:Information onactivities of the
University of the Third Age, where members
cometogethertolearnandshare theirskills.
Sidcup Philatelic Society: Postal history, plus
displays of stampsand postcards.

Crayford Town Archive: Discover the story of
Private William ‘Chalky’ White, Crayford’s
Unknown Warriorwho diedatYpresin 1916.
EastWickham and Welling War Memorial
Trust: Find outhowthe men from East
Wickham and Wellingwho diedin the War
havebeenremembered.



~ ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Lamorbey & Sidcup Local
History Society wouldlike to
thank the following for their
inspiration, encouragement
and contributions to Sidcup’s
Great War: A Living Pageant.

Rose Bruford College who

> were the first to support the
embryonicideabackin April
2015.

Glenn Howard of Untitled for
~ allthegraphic design work.
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.~ Simon McKeon, Jes Cooban

- and Will Cooban from Bexley
Local Studies & Archives
who have patientlylistened,
directed and assisted in many

s aspects of the event.

£ The Chislehurst Society who
sponsored one of Dr Bamji’s
< talks.

Royal British Legion for
4 ey arranging the Ceremony
: of Remembrance.

StJohn’s Church for opening
its doors to the beautiful
building and memorial
chapel.

Emmanuel Church for the use
ofits hall, once a VAD hospital
in the Great War.

St Lawrence’s R.C. Church
for the use of its Community
Centre for pageant meetings
and speakers.

New Community Church,
once the Congregational
- Church and former VAD
hospital, forits enthusiastic
participation.

~Jamorbey
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Thank you to the choir at
Old Bexley Cof E Primary
School for taking part.

Merton Court School for
sponsorship and paying for
the special balloons

Bird College for its work with
choirs and music.

Learning Centre Bexley for
theuse ofits premises and
offering activities.

Ryan Turner who jumped
off abus when he saw our
pageantbanner and offered
his services as an enactment
speaker.

BOATE, alocal theatre group,
who have written a special
playlet for the pageant.

Serenade Choir who said ‘Yes’
straight away.

Judith Farnie for making
bunting and sewing aprons
and smocks.

Scouts & Guides who can fetch
and carry much quicker than
we can.

Sidcup Library for offeringits
facilities for talks, stalls and
children’s activities.

Denise Webb, Site Facilitator,
Oxleas NHS Foundation
Trust, who boosted interest
and involvementat Queen
Mary’s Hospital.

Rotary Club of Sidcup forits
sponsorship and stewarding
of the event.
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Sue Tyler for her research
expertise.

Malcolm Youngs for the
opportunitytobrowse
through and use some ofhis
incredible collection oflocal
postcards. p; <

Shops and businesses in Sideup o
who have genuinely taken this
event to heartand given us the
impetuswe needed.

Hazel and Graeme
Buckingham of Urban Foods
who contributed bunting and
ameeting place.

Jason Uden of W. Uden &
Sons for the use of their front
terrace and showing their
magnificenthorses.

Members of Lamorbey &
Sidcup Local History Society
who have contributedin
diverse ways to promote the
event through fundraising,
research, suggestingideas
and ‘spreading the word’.

Finally, to theincredible,
enthusiastic, fearless, ’
persistentand clever members
of Lamorbey & Sidcup Local
History pageant committee
who have worked tirelessly
since April 2015, in all
weathers without a cross wo: y
You are amazing, Christine By
Janet, June, Katherine, Liz,
Malcolm, Mary, Mike, Penny,
Phil and Shirley.

Denise Baldwin, Chair
Lamorbey & Sidcup Local
History Society




