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R e a d i n g t h r o u g h t h e n e w s l e t t e r on t h i s o c c a s i o n you w i l l p r o b a b l y f e e l t h a t 
between us we have produced a t r a v e l o g u e . I t i s i n d i c a t i v e o f t h e f a c t t h a t 
due t o t h e 4 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y C e l e b r a t i o n s we have had many more o u t i n g s t h a n 
u s u a l w h i c h I t h i n k have been e n j o y e d by everybody. Most members have been 
e i t h e r on t h e c o a c h o u t i n g s , e v e n i n g w a l k s or p e r h a p s Sunday a f t e r n o o n t o u r s . 
I have o n l y m i s s e d one - L e s n e s Abbey - a s I was on h o l i d a y . F o r m y s e l f i t 
h a s been an e x c i t i n g t i m e , h oping t h a t t h e a r r a n g e m e n t s t h a t Norma and I had 
made would be s u c c e s s f u l . We had a h i c c u p or so on t h e Tower B r i d g e and 
P ageant a f t e r n o o n but on t h e o t h e r hand our Hythe, Rye and W i n c h e l s e a c o a c h 
o u t i n g a r r a n g e m e n t s exceeded even our w i l d e s t hopes. 

F u r t h e r i n t h e n e w s l e t t e r . Norma ( H u n t l e y ) has w r i t t e n a f a r e w e l l a r t i c l e on 
h e r l e a v i n g S i d c u p f o r W i n c h e l s e a . Norma has been a k i n g p i n o f t h e S o c i e t y 
d o i n g many s e r v i c e s q u i e t l y so she has a l m o s t been t a k e n f o r g r a n t e d . She has 
t y p e d and c o p i e d our Autumn programmes, t y p e d and c o p i e d t h e N e w s l e t t e r s (now 
q u i t e a t a s k ) , t y p e d and had p r i n t e d t h e B l a c k f e n book. To cap i t a l l she 
t h e n became t h e O u t i n g s S e c r e t a r y when Mrs. Nash st e p p e d down w i t h t h e p r o v i s o 
t h a t she had h e l p . I became t h e o t h e r h a l f t a k i n g on board t h e l e a d i n g o f t h e 
groups and t h e d r i v i n g on t h e r e c o n n a i s s a n c e s . The S o c i e t y i s g r e a t l y i n 
Norma's debt f o r a l l t h e work she has done on our b e h a l f and we t h a n k h e r f o r 
t h a t and f o r g i v i n g t h e S o c i e t y a more p r o f e s s i o n a l l o o k . 

D orothy C o n n e l l y has a l r e a d y h e l p e d out w i t h c o p y i n g f o r t h e B r i g h t o n O u t i n g 
and J a n e t Woods and V a l A l l e n have o f f e r e d t h e i r s e c r e t a r i a l s k i l l s . P l e a s e 
don't h e s i t a t e t o come f o r w a r d i f you can h e l p i n any way. We r e a l l y must 
s p r e a d out our j o b s more a s has been proved by Norma's d e p a r t u r e . 

E r i c P e r c i v a l ' s a r t i c l e on happenings i n 1952 was c o m p i l e d by h i s wading 
t h r o u g h m i c r o f i c h e h e l d a t H a l l P l a c e o f t h e L o c a l Paper f o r t h a t y e a r . I am 
s u r e some o f t h e f a c t s he b r i n g s out w i l l t r i g g e r o f f memories of y o u r own. A 
t h a n k you t o e v e r y b o d y who c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s e d i t i o n of t h e n e w s l e t t e r and 
e s p e c i a l l y t o M a r g a r e t W h i t e f o r h e r l o c a l h i s t o r y a r t i c l e on t h e H a t h e r l e y 
Road a r e a and h e r d r a w i n g of "The Old L a d i e s " . 

Our v e r y s p e c i a l f r o n t row a t S o c i e t y e v e n i n g s i s s a d l y no more - Mrs. Booker 
h a v i n g p a s s e d away, Mr. Hayward i s now r e s i d e n t i n Baugh House and Mr. 
L i v e r t o n i s s u f f e r i n g from a r t h r i t i s i n h i s f e e t and f e e l s he c a n no l o n g e r 
a t t e n d t h e m e e t i n g s . At our 4 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y D i n n e r i n October we s h a l l 
c e r t a i n l y remember our " a b s e n t f r i e n d s " w i t h g r e a t a f f e c t i o n . 

So welcome t o you a l l once a g a i n t o perhaps a q u i e t e r but happy 1992/93 y e a r . 

e 
F r a n c e s O x l e y 
Hon.Sec. & E d i t o r 
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1952 

The y e a r i n w h i c h our S o c i e t y was founded s t a r t e d s a d l y w i t h t h e d e a t h i n 
F e b r u a r y o f K i n g George V I . T h e r e can be few S o c i e t y members who do not 
remember t h e photograph o f t h e new Queen d e s c e n d i n g from h e r a i r c r a f t t o be 
g r e e t e d by h e r Prime M i n i s t e r , W i n s t o n C h u r c h i l l , t h e F o r e i g n S e c r e t a r y , 
Anthony Eden and t h e O p p o s i t i o n L e a d e r , Clement A t t l e e . 

O t h e r n a t i o n a l e v e n t s : "The Mousetrap" began i t s r u n and i s s t i l l r u n n i n g ! , 
t h e g r e a t "Smog" (more o f t h i s l a t e r ) and t h e U n i t e d Kingdom e x p l o d e d i t s 
f i r s t atom bomb. 

To more l o c a l e v e n t s . S i d c u p was s t i l l p a r t of t h e C h i s l e h u r s t and S i d c u p 
Urban D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l , a sub-committee was formed t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e 
p o s s i b i l i t y o f a c h i e v i n g borough s t a t u s , but n o t h i n g came of t h i s and we 
e v e n t u a l l y became p a r t o f t h e London Borough o f B e x l e y . T h e r e were two 
c i n e m a s , among f i l m s b e i n g shown were "The A f r i c a n Queen", "The R i v e r " and 
"The L a s Vegas S t o r y " . I t was a c e l e b r a t o r y t i m e f o r s c h o o l s a l s o . Both 
C h i s l e h u r s t and S i d c u p and Days Lane notched up twenty-one y e a r s - Days Lane 
produced a f i v e t i e r cake w e i g h i n g l l O l b s and C h i s l e h u r s t and S i d c u p A i r 
T r a i n i n g Corps was i n s p e c t e d by t h e Deputy C h i e f of t h e A i r S t a f f . Miss 
D a v i s , t h e f o u n d i n g h e a d m i s t r e s s o f B l a c k f e n G i r l s S c h o o l , r e t i r e d . 

S hopping l o o k e d good, a bedroom s u i t e f o r £63.13.4 (£63.66), l / 6 d (7 l / 2 p ) t o 
d r y c l e a n a s k i r t , t e l e v i s i o n s e t s ranged between 49 and 89 g u i n e a s (£51.45-
£93.45) and you c o u l d h i r e a c a r f o r £1 per day. However, pay was i n k e e p i n g 
w i t h p r i c e s - a male c l e a n e r w o r k i n g f o r t h e P o s t O f f i c e r e c e i v e d £5.16.6 
(£5.83) f o r a 48 hour week, d o m e s t i c h e l p 2/6d (12 l / 2 p ) an hour and t h e s t a t e 
r e t i r e m e n t p e n s i o n was 50/- (£2.50). An e x p e r i e n c e d mens o u t f i t t e r s 
a s s i s t a n t ' s j o b was a d v e r t i s e d a t £430 per annum. Housing was r e l a t i v e l y 
e x p e n s i v e - a c h a l e t s t y l e house would have s o l d f o r £2,800. 

The l a w frowned h e a v i l y on ro a d u s e r s . The p o l i c e d e c l a r e d t h a t "motor c y c l e s 
were t h e w o r s t r o a d menace". A M i s s F l o r e n c e was f i n e d £1 f o r r i d i n g her 
b i c y c l e on t h e pavement w h i l s t A l b e r t C l a r k p a i d £2 f o r s p e e d i n g and £1 f o r 
h a v i n g f a u l t y b r a k e s on h i s c a r . 

I n J u n e , The Duchess of Ke n t ( l a t e r P r i n c e s s M a r i n a ) f o r m a l l y opened the 
g a r d e n s o f H a l l P l a c e a s a p u b l i c p a r k and f i f t y - n i n e names were added t o t h e 
War M e m o r i a l . 

The y e a r ended w i t h t h e g r e a t "smog". T h i s l a s t e d f o r f o u r n i g h t s and t h r e e 
d a y s , s t r a n d i n g w o r k e r s a t t h e i r p l a c e o f work w h i l s t some m o t o r i s t s s l e p t i n 
t h e i r c a r s i n t h e Odeon cinema c a r p a r k . T h e r e were many r o a d a c c i d e n t s and 
bus e s had t o be l e d by t o r c h e s - c l e a n i n g up took weeks and l e d t o t h e 
i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e C l e a n A i r A c t . 

Of t h e l o c a l b u i l d i n g s i n u s e i n 1952, many have now d i s a p p e a r e d o r have been 
renamed. The Odeon Cinema (now Lamorbey B a t h s ) , S t a t i o n H o t e l (now The I r o n 
H o r s e ) and t h e w a t e r tower i n C h i s l e h u r s t has been d e m o l i s h e d . How many more 
ca n you remember? 

E r i c P e r c i v a l 

V I S I T TO THE GEFFRYE MUSEUM AND THE BETHNAL GREEN MUSEUM OF CHILDHOOD 
23rd NOVEMBER 1991 

The G e f f r y e Museum t a k e s i t s name from S i r R o b e r t G e f f r y e , 1613-1703, who 
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bequeathed t h e r e s i d u e of h i s e s t a t e t o t h e Ironmonger's Company. I n 1712 a 
s i t e was a c q u i r e d i n S h o r e d i t c h f o r £200 and t h e p r e s e n t b u i l d i n g s were 
completed i n 1715. The a lmshouses were c o n v e r t e d t o a museum i n 1914, w h i c h 
a p p e a r e d i n i t s p r e s e n t form i n 1935. 

H a v i n g n e g o t i a t e d u n f a m i l i a r London s t r e e t s , w i t h t h e a i d of a g u i d e map 
s u p p l i e d by F r a n c e s , our p a r t y e v e n t u a l l y a r r i v e d a t Hackney, where f u r n i t u r e 
u s e d t o be t h e major i n d u s t r y . E a c h almshouse has been c o n v e r t e d i n t o a room 
t o g i v e a r ange o f f u r n i s h e d s e t t i n g s d a t i n g from 1600 t o 1936, w i t h o t h e r s 
u p s t a i r s c o n t i n u i n g t o t h e 1950s. The f u r n i s h i n g s came m a i n l y from a r e a s of 
London o u t s i d e t h e a l m s h o u s e s . P a s s i n g t h r o u g h t h e G e o r g i a n s t r e e t , w i t h i t s 
1 8 t h c e n t u r y woodworker's shop and open h e a r t h k i t c h e n , we came t o t h e 
E l i z a b e t h a n room w i t h oak p a n e l l i n g from 1500 t o 1620. T h i s was f o l l o w e d by 
t h e S t u a r t room of 1670 and t h e W i l l i a m and Mary room of 1700 w i t h i t s C l o s e t 
of C u r i o s i t i e s o f 1702. 

The C h a p e l of 1715 was i n t h e c e n t r e o f t h e r a n g e , i n i t s o r i g i n a l s t a t e 
c o m p l e t e w i t h pews and t h e C r e e d , Commandments and L o r d ' s P r a y e r on t h e w a l l . 
S i n c e t h e c a f e t e r i a ( 1 9 9 1 ) was n e a r b y t h i s made an e x c e l l e n t e x c u s e f o r a 
welcome b r e a k ! The sequence c o n t i n u e d w i t h t h e E a r l y and L a t e G e o r g i a n rooms, 
1760 and 1780, t h e Regency and M i d - V i c t o r i a n rooms, 1830 and 1865 and f i n a l l y 
t h e Voysey room of 1910, i n t h e A r t Nouveau s t y l e . U p s t a i r s were rooms from 
t h e 1930s i n t h e A r t Nouveau s t y l e and from t h e 1940s and 5 0 s , a l l w e l l w i t h i n 
t h e memories of s e v e r a l members. 

W a l k i n g t h r o u g h t i m e i n t h i s way a l l o w e d one t o see n o t o n l y t h e p r o g r e s s made 
i n d e c o r a t i o n and f u r n i t u r e d e s i g n , but a l s o i n m u s i c a l i n s t r u m e n t s from 
s p i n e t s t o u p r i g h t p i a n o s , f l o o r c l e a n i n g w i t h e a r l y vacuum c l e a n e r s , l o o k i n g 
a l m o s t a s h a r d t o u s e as a b r u s h and e l e c t r i c f i r e s . 

More was y e t t o come, f o l l o w i n g t h e s h o r t d r i v e t o B e t h n a l Green and t h e 
Museum of C h i l d h o o d . T h i s i s a b r a n c h of t h e V i c t o r i a and A l b e r t Museum 
co n c e r n e d w i t h what has been made f o r c h i l d r e n , of a l l ages be i t s a i d ! We 
s t a r t e d w i t h a n o t h e r c o l l e c t i o n of rooms w h i c h f i r s t r e q u i r e d g o i n g t h r o u g h 
t h e l o o k i n g g l a s s , not w i t h A l i c e , but w i t h J o a n Seymour, who gave an a b l e 
p r e s e n t a t i o n o f f o u r t e e n houses i n t h e d o l l ' s house c o l l e c t i o n We l e a r n t t h a t 
t h e y were not o r i g i n a l l y made f o r c h i l d r e n , but were s t a t u s symbols, b e i n g a 
m i n i a t u r e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h e house i n w h i c h t h e f a m i l y l i v e d and so were 
known a s baby houses u n t i l V i c t o r i a n t i m e s . A l s o t h a t t h e d o l l ' s house 
k i t c h e n s were o r i g i n a l l y used t o t e a c h t h e d a u g h t e r s of t h e house how t h e 
c o o k i n g s h o u l d be o r g a n i s e d . 

The e a r l i e s t example we c o u l d f i n d was t h e T a t e Baby House o f 1760, w h i c h had 
an a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y a c c u r a t e e x t e r i o r based on a house i n D o r s e t and was f u l l y 
f u r n i s h e d i n 1 8 t h and e a r l y 1 9 t h c e n t u r y s t y l e s . The Denton Welsh Baby House 
o f 1783 and t h e T h o r n t o n S m i t h Baby House of 1800 f o l l o w e d . C a r o l i n e C o t t a g e 
from A b e r g e l d i e of 1831 was one p l a y e d w i t h by Queen V i c t o r i a ' s c h i l d r e n . 
O t h e r o u t s t a n d i n g houses were Mrs. B r y a n t ' s P l e a s u r e of 1860, r e p r e s e n t i n g 
c o n t e m p o r a r y i n t e r i o r d e c o r a t i o n and t h e Drew D o l l ' s house of 1860-65, 
e f f e c t i v e l y an i l l u s t r a t e d s o c i a l h i s t o r y o f t h e 1860s. 

Queen Mary, who was a v e r y keen c o l l e c t o r , had g i v e n m i n i a t u r e s f o r some of 
t h e s e houses. D i n g l e y H a l l o f 1874, w i t h i t s V e n e t i a n g l a s s c h a n d e l i e r . M i s s 
M i l e s ' house of t h e 1890s, complete w i t h b a t h c h a i r i n t h e lumber room and No.3 
D e v o n s h i r e V i l l a s o f t h e 1900s, a r e p l i c a o f a f a m i l y house i n K i l b u r n High 
Road complete w i t h f i v e b a b i e s and a c a t , were a l s o memorable. T h e r e i s no 
doubt t h a t w i t h o u t a k n o w l e d g e a b l e g u i d e l i k e J o a n we s h o u l d have m i s s e d many 
o f t h e s e i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e s . 
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The p a r t y t h e n s p l i t up t o wander round t h e r e s t of t h e museum, where t h e r e 
was much e l s e t o s e e , i n c l u d i n g p u ppets, c h i l d r e n ' s d r e s s , t o y s and c h i l d h o o d 
c o l l e c t i o n s . J o a n even t r a c k e d down t h e Nuremberg D o l l ' s House of 1673, w h i c h 
s h o u l d have s t a r t e d her t o u r , but had been moved t o an u n e x p e c t e d p l a c e . 
D o l l s were found to o , w i t h s e v e r a l f i n e ones from Queen Mary's c o l l e c t i o n , 
l e a d s o l d i e r s . D i n k y t o y s , Hornby t r a i n s and model r a i l w a y l a y o u t s . Here was 
s o m ething f o r e v e r y o n e ! 

John Seymour 

OUR V I S I T TO LAMBETH PALACE 

On 2 3 r d J a n u a r y 1992 a group of t w e n t y - f i v e members v i s i t e d Lambeth P a l a c e and 
were g i v e n an i n t e r e s t i n g guided t o u r . 

A l t h o u g h t h e B i s h o p r i c of C a n t e r b u r y had many p r o p e r t i e s i n K ent i t was 
n e c e s s a r y t h a t t h e A r c h b i s h o p had a London base i n o r d e r t o a t t e n d t h e K i n g ' s 
C o u r t a t W h i t e h a l l and so Lambeth P a l a c e has been t h e home t o s u c c e s s i v e 
A r c h b i s h o p s from 1197 t o t h i s day. 

The s e c t i o n o f t h e P a l a c e where t h e A r c h b i s h o p l i v e s and works was r e s t o r e d i n 
1830 b e i n g f a c e d w i t h b a t h s t o n e . Other p a r t s a r e s t i l l i n t h e i r m e d i e v a l 
s t a t e . Here i s a b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n of them: 

Morton's Tower and Gate w h i c h has become one o f London's l a n d m a r k s was b u i l t 
i n 1486 by C a r d i n a l Morton, who was one of Henry V I I ' s c h i e f a d v i s e r s . He 
l i v e d i n t h e Tower and people of g r e a t l e a r n i n g met w i t h him h e r e . H i s page 
was t h e young S i r Thomas More, who a l s o had a room i n t h e Tower. 
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L o l l a r d s Tower w i t h Laud's Tower. A r c h b i s h o p C h i c h e l e b u i l t t h e L o l l a r d s 
Tower i n 1434/5 from K e n t i s h Ragstone w h i c h was brought up by barge a t t h e 
c o s t o f £278.2s.11 l / 4 d . T h i s tower s t o o d c l o s e t o t h e quay a t Lambeth s t e p s 
and f o r t h a t r e a s o n was c a l l e d t h e Water Tower. The w a l l f a c i n g t h e r i v e r had 
a n i c h e where a s t a t u e o f Thomas a B e c k e t was p l a c e d so p e o p l e u s i n g t h e r i v e r 
d o f f e d t h e i r caps i n r e s p e c t . A p r i s o n was on t h e top f l o o r o f t h e Tower 
where t h e i r o n r i n g s t h a t t h e p r i s o n e r s were c h a i n e d t o c a n s t i l l be seen 
today. I t was s a i d t o be a p r i s o n f o r t h e L o l l a r d s , f o l l o w e r s o f John 
W y c l i f f . Laud's Tower was b u i l t i n t h e C 1 7 t h t o p r o v i d e b e t t e r a c c e s s t o 
rooms above. 

At t h e bottom o f t h e L o l l a r d s Tower i s a f i n e room u s e d by A r c h b i s h o p 
C h i c h e l e . Today i t i s u s e d a s t h e p o s t room where t h e m a i l i s c o l l e c t e d by 
t h e P o s t O f f i c e . 

The C h a p e l . A c h a p e l has been i n e x i s t e n c e s i n c e t h e e a r l y C13th. A r c h b i s h o p 
Morton had some f i n e windows put i n and A r c h b i s h o p Laud s p e n t much money on 
a l t a r r a i l s and a f i n e oak s c r e e n . I n t h e t i m e of t h e commonwealth, s o l d i e r s 
u s e d i t a s a d r i n k i n g room. When a B i s h o p comes from a n o t h e r c o u n t r y , he 
knows where t o s i t a s each s t a l l has t h e B i s h o p ' s c o u n t r y d e p i c t e d on i t . Mr. 
L e o n a r d Rosoman r e p a i n t e d t h e c e i l i n g i n t h e 1960's w i t h s c e n e s from b i b l i c a l 
h i s t o r y . 

The C r y p t . The c r y p t c o n s i s t s o f f o u r double bays w i t h a c e n t r a l row of low 
P u r b e c k Marble and was d e s i g n e d by a f o r m e r B i s h o p of S a l i s b u r y , who c o p i e d 
some of S a l i s b u r y ' s d e s i g n s i n 1197. The c r y p t has seen h i s t o r i c a l o c c a s i o n s , 
one b e i n g t h e annulment of Anne B o l e y n ' s m a r r i a g e . The w a l l s show e v i d e n c e of 
a n c i e n t w a l l p a i n t i n g s and t h e r e i s a s i l t mark where t h e c r y p t was f l o o d e d . 
I t i s now used f o r p r i v a t e p r a y e r . 

The G r e a t H a l l . Many grand banquets were h e l d h e r e , one of them b e i n g the 
S p e c i a l Commission, p r e s i d e d o v e r by Thomas Cranmer i n 1543 i n w h i c h London 
C l e r g y came t o t a k e t h e Oath of Supremacy. S i r Thomas More r e f u s e d , a l o n g 
w i t h t h e B i s h o p of R o c h e s t e r , t h e r e b y s e a l i n g t h e i r g r i s l y f a t e . The h a l l i s 
g o t h i c and was r e s t o r e d i n 1830 w i t h a hammer beam r o o f and l a n t e r n . 

The A r c h b i s h o p l i v e s i n t h e main b u i l d i n g o v e r l o o k i n g a p l e a s a n t c o u r t y a r d 
w i t h a s t a t u e o f a B i s h o p D a v i d s o n . He was t h e l o n g e s t s e r v i n g p r i m a t e and 
r e t i r e d a t e i g h t y h a v i n g s e r v e d t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s . T h e r e i s a l s o an o l d f i g 
t r e e d e d i c a t e d t o C a r d i n a l P o l e . 

The main house c o n s i s t s o f s t a t e rooms, i n c l u d i n g a grand d i n i n g room f o r 
w h i c h s p e c i a l c h i n a i n g r e e n and g o l d , d e c o r a t e d w i t h a m i t r e , was o r d e r e d 
from t h e W o r c e s t e r f a c t o r y . I n t h e g r e a t c o r r i d o r c a n be seen p o r t r a i t s of 
a l l t h e A r c h b i s h o p s s i n c e V i c t o r i a n t i m e s . The c o r r i d o r i s r e a c h e d by an 
i m p r e s s i v e s t a i r w a y d e s i g n e d by B l o r e , who had a f o n d n e s s f o r t h e g o t h i c . 

A l t o g e t h e r a good a f t e r n o o n out and t h a n k s Norma f o r o r g a n i s i n g i t . 

E l i z a b e t h F l e e t 

TOWER BRIDGE AND THE TOWER PAGEANT 

The a f t e r n o o n of Sunday, 8 t h March was ' a l l go' from t h e moment I s e t o f f 
f o l l o w i n g F r a n c e s O x l e y a t what she r e f u s e s t o admit was 45mph t h r o u g h t h e 
m u r k i e r p a r t s o f South London t o c r o s s London B r i d g e and p a r k i n E a s t c h e a p . 
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We c i r c u m v e n t e d t h e g r e a t b a s t i o n s of t h e Tower to r e n d e z v o u s w i t h t h e r e s t of 
t h e p a r t y by Tower B r i d g e r e a d y t o v i e w t h e i n n e r w o r k i n g s of London's unique 
landmark now opened a s a t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n . S i n c e I was accompanied by two 
g r a n d d a u g h t e r s eager t o g e t on w i t h t h i n g s , I had l i t t l e o p p o r t u n i t y t o s t u d y 
t h e d i s p l a y s showing t h e h i s t o r y and d e s i g n of t h e w o r k i n g s of t h e b r i d g e , but 
o t h e r members o f t h e p a r t y found them i n t e r e s t i n g and i n f o r m a t i v e . I was soon 
i n t h e l i f t t a k i n g u s t o t h e w a l k w a y s h i g h above t h e r i v e r . 

T h e s e w a l k w a y s have been t u r n e d i n t o two v i e w i n g p l a t f o r m s t h e w i d t h of t h e 
b r i d g e , g i v i n g m a r v e l l o u s panoramas, on one s i d e downstream and t h e o t h e r 
u p s t r e a m and we s t u d i e d t h e p l a n s i d e n t i f y i n g t h e GPO t o w e r , S t . P a u l ' s , t h e 
Monument, Guy's H o s p i t a l and o t h e r b u i l d i n g s r e c a l l i n g t h e c a p i t a l ' s g r e a t 
h i s t o r y . The b u s t l i n g atmosphere of c h a t t y t o u r i s t s and c h i l d r e n b e i n g l i f t e d 
up t o see t h e s i g h t s c o n t r a s t e d g r e a t l y w i t h t h e memory of my mother t e l l i n g 
me t h a t t h e s e w a l k w a y s , o r i g i n a l l y p r o v i d e d f o r the p u b l i c t o c r o s s t h e r i v e r 
w h i l e t h e b r i d g e was up, were c l o s e d y e a r s ago because of t h e s u i c i d e s 
committed from them. D e s c e n d i n g , we hoped we might see t h e b r i d g e open but 
were d i s a p p o i n t e d a s so l i t t l e l a r g e t r a f f i c now comes up t o t h e P o o l of 
London t h a t i t opens v e r y r a r e l y . However, we s t r a d d l e d t h e c l o s u r e of t h e 
r o a d and saw t h e r i v e r below t h r o u g h a h a l f - i n c h gap. 

Then i t was on t o t h e r e c e n t l y opened Tower Pageant on Tower H i l l . I t was a 
c o n c e p t I hadn't s e e n b e f o r e i n museums and e nveloped i n d a r k n e s s we rode on a 
s i n g l e l i n e i n s m a l l c a r s s e e i n g t h e development of t h e P o r t of London from 
AD50 t o t h e p r e s e n t day and l i s t e n i n g t o a commentary a s we went. 

The l a y o u t was i n g e n i o u s and we swooped round c u r v e s backwards and f o r w a r d s t o 
e a c h new p e r i o d . T a b l e a u x and d i oramas r e v e a l e d t h e marshes of Anglo-Saxon 
E n g l a n d , d i s s o l v e d t o t h e Norman i n v a s i o n , showed t h e b u i l d i n g of t h e Tower, 
m e d i e v a l l i f e , t h e G r e a t F i r e o f London, C18th t r a d e , and a too r e a l i s t i c 
B l i t z . A l l too soon we were d i s e m b a r k i n g . P e r h a p s t h e r i d e c o u l d have been 
l o n g e r and more f i g u r e s would have e n l i v e n e d t h e s c e n e s ( b u t t h e r a t 
s c a m p e r i n g a c r o s s t h e deck o f a s h i p was o n l y too r e a l i s t i c ) . The t o u r ended 
w i t h a d i s p l a y of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l f i n d s w e l l s e t out and d e s c r i b e d , and a v i s i t 
t o t h e i n e v i t a b l e t o u r i s t shop. 

The f i n a l need was t e a , and too t i r e d t o queue up we s e t t l e d f o r McDonalds; 
t h e n r e f r e s h e d we made our way home a t a more s e d a t e speed t h a n t h e j o u r n e y 
o u t . I t was a g r e a t a f t e r n o o n , t h a n k s f o r a r r a n g i n g i t , F r a n c e s ! ! 

B e s s D z i e l s k i 

THE WALLACE COLLECTION 

On Sunday, 2 6 t h A p r i l a group from t h e S o c i e t y v i s i t e d t h e W a l l a c e C o l l e c t i o n . 
The C o l l e c t i o n i s not a d i s p l a y of c u r r e n t f a s h i o n a s someone I spoke to 
t h ought. (Not, I h a s t e n t o add, a member of our S o c i e t y . ) 

I f you v i s i t H e r t f o r d House, where t h e C o l l e c t i o n i s housed, you w i l l see many 
f a m i l i a r f a c e s even i f you h a v e n ' t been t h e r e b e f o r e . The most famous i s t h e 
L a u g h i n g C a v a l i e r by F r a n s H a l s . T h e r e a r e a l s o many b e a u t i f u l l a d i e s p a i n t e d 
by G a i n s b o r o u g h and R e y n o l d s who have adorned b i r t h d a y c a r d s and c h o c o l a t e 
boxes. 

T h e r e i s a l s o a s m a l l e x h i b i t i o n o f t w e l v e p a i n t i n g s o r i g i n a l l y thought t o 
have been t h e work of Rembrandt. Over t h e y e a r s t h e ' e x p e r t s ' have d e c i d e d 
t h a t most of them were t h e work of h i s p u p i l s or o t h e r s who s h a r e d h i s s t u d i o . 
One, a p o r t r a i t o f Rembrandt's son, T i t u s , i s a t r u e o r i g i n a l . 
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The C o l l e c t i o n a l s o h ouses p o r c e l a i n , i n c l u d i n g a l a r g e amount o f S e v r e -
r a t h e r b r i g h t l y c o l o u r e d i n b l u e and p i n k , armour, arms, f u r n i t u r e and 
c h a n d e l i e r s . C l o c k s f e a t u r e p r o m i n e n t l y i n a l l t h e g a l l e r i e s . Some a r e 
b e a u t i f u l , but o t h e r s q u i t e g r o t e s q u e . Most make t h e i r p r e s e n c e known because 
t h e y a r e i n w o r k i n g o r d e r and chime r e g u l a r l y . 

The C o l l e c t i o n was bequeathed t o t h e N a t i o n by Lady W a l l a c e i n 1897. She was 
t h e widow o f S i r R i c h a r d W a l l a c e , who was t h e i l l e g i t i m a t e son and o n l y c h i l d 
o f t h e f o u r t h Marquess o f H e r t f o r d . S i r R i c h a r d c o u l d not i n h e r i t h i s 
f a t h e r ' s t i t l e , but was bequeathed p r o p e r t y i n c l u d i n g H e r t f o r d House and i t s 
c o n t e n t s . The b e q u e s t by Lady W a l l a c e s t i p u l a t e d t h a t t h e C o l l e c t i o n had t o 
be k e p t t o g e t h e r and 'unmixed w i t h o t h e r o b j e c t s of a r t and s h a l l be s t y l e d 
The W a l l a c e C o l l e c t i o n ' . 

The bequest d i d not i n c l u d e H e r t f o r d House, but t h e Government d e c i d e d t o 
p u r c h a s e t h e l e a s e o f t h e house and t h e museum was opened by t h e P r i n c e of 
Wales ( l a t e r Edward V I I I ) on 22nd June 1900. 

G i l l Brown 

OUTING TO THE CABINET WAR ROOMS AND WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

On Sunday, May 3 r d , t h e L o c a l H i s t o r y Group were t o v i s i t t h e C a b i n e t Rooms 
used by W i n s t o n C h u r c h i l l d u r i n g t h e war, s i t u a t e d i n W h i t e h a l l . We were a l s o 
t o v i s i t t h e P y x Chamber, t h e U n d e r c r o f t and t h e C h a p t e r House, a l l s i t u a t e d 
i n or n e a r t h e c l o i s t e r s o f W e s t m i n s t e r Abbey. As both our c h i l d r e n , F i o n a 
and I a n were camping t h a t weekend K e i t h and I were f r e e t o go on t h e o u t i n g . 

About f i f t e e n o f us s e t o f f from S i d c u p S t a t i o n t o C h a r i n g C r o s s S t a t i o n and 
made our way t o t h e C a b i n e t Rooms. We were a l l i s s u e d w i t h i n d i v i d u a l a u d i o 
c a s s e t t e s , t h e a d v a n t a g e b e i n g t h a t you were a b l e t o go a t y o u r own pace, 
l i n g e r i n g i n some p l a c e s t o s t u d y t h e room and i t s c o n t e n t s . I t was a 
f a s c i n a t i n g e x p e r i e n c e a s most e x h i b i t s were l e f t a s t h e y were d u r i n g t h e war. 
I t c e r t a i n l y gave a v i v i d i m p r e s s i o n of t h e t e c h n o l o g y of t h e t i m e and t h e 
cramped c o n d i t i o n s t h e y had t o endure. 

We were l u c k y w i t h t h e w e a t h e r too a s t h e day was d r y and warm, i d e a l t o u r i s t 
w e a t h e r . 

We t h e n made our way t o W e s t m i n s t e r Abbey t o t h e Pyx Chamber f i r s t . The Pyx 
Chamber, or C h a p e l of t h e P y x , i s e n t e r e d t h r o u g h a heavy oak doorway a d j a c e n t 
t o t h e Abbey. The o n l y r e m a i n i n g s t o n e A l t a r from t h e o r i g i n a l Abbey i s i n 
t h i s room. I n t h i s room a l s o s t o o d t h e Pyx or box c o n t a i n i n g s t a n d a r d p i e c e s 
of g o l d and s i l v e r and e v e r y y e a r a t r i a l o f t h e pyx took p l a c e i . e . t h e 
t e s t i n g o f t h e c u r r e n t g o l d and s i l v e r c o i n a g e . T h i s now t a k e s p l a c e i n t h e 
R o y a l M i n t . 

The U n d e r c r o f t i n M o n a s t i c t i m e s was p r o b a b l y t h e Monks common room a s i t i s 
q u i t e l a r g e ( 1 1 0 f t l o n g x 4 5 f t w i d e ) w i t h o r i g i n a l 1 1 t h c e n t u r y p i l l a r s . The 
room c o n s i s t s o f wax and wooden e f f i g i e s o f w e l l known p e r s o n a l i t i e s o f t h e i r 
t i m e and i n t h e d r e s s of t h e age, v e r y o f t e n t h e i r own. The e f f i g i e s were 
m o s t l y u s e d i n f u n e r a l p r o c e s s i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y e a r l y ones s u c h a s Edward 
I I I . T h e r e were not a g r e a t many e f f i g i e s on d i s p l a y but t h o s e shown were 
d i s p l a y e d t o t h e i r f u l l a d v a n t a g e . 

The C h a p t e r House i s s i t u a t e d i n t h e E a s t C l o i s t e r o f t h e Abbey and i s an 
enormous c i r c u l a r room, b r i g h t and a i r y w i t h h i g h c e i l i n g s . The f l o o r was 
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t i l e d i n 1250, and a wooden f l o o r was removed i n t h e 19th c e n t u r y r e v e a l i n g 
t h e s e l o v e l y t i l e s . N e e d l e s s t o s a y t h e y a r e w e l l p r o t e c t e d , but can s t i l l be 
seen. The w a l l s were c o v e r e d i n m u r a l s , so o l d and faded i t was d i f f i c u l t t o 
p i c k out d e t a i l u n l e s s d e s c r i b e d . The s t a i n e d g l a s s Rose Window was i n c l e a r 
v i b r a n t c o l o u r s a s were t h e o t h e r s . The Cha p t e r House i s so l a r g e b e c a u s e i t 
was u s e d a s an a s s e m b l y p l a c e f o r Monks and t h e L a y p u b l i c s i n c e e a r l y t i m e s . 
I n 1257, t h e K i n g ' s G r e a t C o u n c i l met t h e r e and from t h e t i m e o f K i n g Edward 
I , t h e C h a p t e r House was use d a s a P a r l i a m e n t House f o r t h e Commons u n t i l t h e 
end o f K i n g Henry V I I ' s r e i g n . K i n g Edward V I gave them S t . S t e p h e n ' s Chapel 
i n t h e o l d P a l a c e o f W e s t m i n s t e r . 

So ended a day of h i s t o r y ; f a s c i n a t i n g , i n t r i g u i n g s t o r i e s o f l o n g ago. T h i s 
i s s omething we a l l t a k e f o r g r a n t e d l i v i n g h e r e , but when you come from a 
c o u n t r y younger t h a n 200 y e a r s o l d ( S o u t h A f r i c a ) , v i s i t i n g p l a c e s l i k e t h i s 
h a s a magic a l l o f i t s own. I would l i k e t o thank F r a n c e s and Norma f o r a l l 
t h e i r h a r d work on our b e h a l f i n a r r a n g i n g t h i s v i s i t and a l l t h e o t h e r s I 
have n o t been a b l e t o j o i n . Thank you both. 

Anne B r u n t o n 

THE FOLLOWING I S AN EXTRACT FROM A LETTER RECEIVED FROM MARTYN NICHOLLS OF THE 
DIRECTORATE OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, BEXLEY LONDON BOROUGH AND DATED 15th 
A P R I L 1992 

"Dear M i s s O x l e y , 

B e x l e y H e r i t a g e Fund. 

Thank you f o r y o u r S o c i e t y ' s l e t t e r of 16t h March 1992 e n c l o s i n g a d o n a t i o n of 
£25 t o t h e B e x l e y H e r i t a g e Fund. A r e c e i p t f o r t h e d o n a t i o n i s e n c l o s e d . 

The B e x l e y H e r i t a g e Fund has a s s i s t e d i n t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f a number o f 
b u i l d i n g s i n t h e p a s t y e a r and f u r t h e r p r o j e c t s a r e c u r r e n t l y a t t h e p l a n n i n g 
s t a g e w h i c h may be implemented i n t h e n e x t few y e a r s . I f y o u r members have 
any s u g g e s t i o n s o f works w h i c h c o u l d be u n d e r t a k e n or a s s i s t e d by t h e B e x l e y 
H e r i t a g e Fund, p l e a s e f e e l f r e e t o c o n t a c t me. A l l s u g g e s t i o n s w i l l be 
c o n s i d e r e d . 

An a r t i c l e on t h e B e x l e y H e r i t a g e Fund i s p l a n n e d t o appear i n t h e B e x l e y 
Magazine l a t e r t h i s y e a r , f e a t u r i n g some o f t h e p r o j e c t s w h i c h have been 
i n i t i a t e d by t h e Fund or g r a n t - a i d e d from i t . T h i s s h o u l d g e n e r a t e more 
p u b l i c i n t e r e s t . 

P l e a s e p a s s on my t h a n k s t o your members f o r t h e i r generous d o n a t i o n t o 
s u p p o r t t h e B e x l e y H e r i t a g e Fund. 

Y o u r s s i n c e r e l y 
M a rtyn N i c h o l l s 

pp: C h i e f P l a n n i n g O f f i c e r " 

OUTING TO HYTHE, RYE AND WINCHELSEA - 16t h MAY 1992 

T h i s i s a s t r i c t l y p e r s o n a l p e r s p e c t i v e o f t h e May Ou t i n g . T h e r e was so much 
on o f f e r t h a t i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o c o v e r e v e r y t h i n g and, a s I w r i t e t h i s on t h e 
f o l l o w i n g day, my mind i s s u c h a ju m b l e o f i m p r e s s i o n s t h a t i t i s i m p o s s i b l e 
t o put them i n t o some s o r t o f l o g i c a l sequence. 

Towns: We v i s i t e d H y t h e , Rye and W i n c h e l s e a (and p a s s e d t h r o u g h New 
Romney a s we l e f t t h e ' l i t t l e t r a i n ' ) . Hythe i s a Cinque P o r t s t i l l on t h e 
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s e a , a l t h o u g h now v e r y d i f f e r e n t from t h e busy p o r t o f i t s o r i g i n a l C h a r t e r 
p r e s e n t e d i n 1278. L i k e o t h e r a r e a s o f what we now c a l l Romney Marsh, t h e 
h a r b o u r v e r y q u i c k l y s i l t e d up. We a r r i v e d a t Hythe a t 9.15am i n ti m e t o see 
t h e town s t a r t i n g t o come a l i v e . We had a l l needed e a r l y a l a r m c a l l s i n o r d e r 
t o meet t h e d e a d l i n e o f an 8am s t a r t from Lamorbey, but our e a r l y a r r i v a l i n 
Hythe p r o v e d t h a t i t was w e l l w o r t h t h e e f f o r t . The town i s s e t on a h i l l s i d e 
and i t was a s t e e p but p l e a s a n t c l i m b up t o t h e p a r i s h c h u r c h (where an e x -
B e x l e y r e s i d e n t was p o l i s h i n g b r a s s ) . Hythe a p p e a r s a v e r y p e a c e f u l l i t t l e 
town and y e t i t h a s s t r o n g l i n k s w i t h our m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y . I t h a s been i n 
t h e f r o n t l i n e o f many t h r e a t e n e d i n v a s i o n s from F r a n c e , i n c l u d i n g Napoleon's, 
( w h i c h l e d t o t h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e R o y a l M i l i t a r y C a n a l w h i c h p r o v i d e s a 
p l e a s a n t a s p e c t o f t h e t o w n ) , and, of c o u r s e , i n our own l i f e t i m e t h e r e was 
t h e v e r y r e a l t h r e a t o f i n v a s i o n d u r i n g t h e Second World War. We w a l k e d from 
t h e c a r p a r k t o w a r d s t h e town a l o n g C a r r u n a g h Road, w h i c h l e d t o t h e S i r John 
Moore Avenue. The L o c a l H i s t o r y C e n t r e was v e r y i n f l u e n c e d by t h e p r e s e n c e i n 
t h e town o f t h e Army S c h o o l of I n f a n t r y . I t d i s p l a y e d t h e r i f l e u s e d d u r i n g 
t h e Z u l u Wars a t R o u r k e s D r i f t a s w e l l a s d e t a i l s o f a c t s o f g a l l a n t r y by 
i n d i v i d u a l s o l d i e r s . The C e n t r e a l s o has a v e r y good s e c t i o n on t h e 
development o f Hythe from Roman t i m e s . 

But p l e a s a n t a s i t was t o v i s i t Hythe, v e r y few towns can compete w i t h t h e 
i n t e r e s t o f Rye, and i t was an e x p e r i e n c e t o be d r i v i n g a c r o s s Romney Marsh 
and s ee t h e town on t h e h i l l i n f r o n t o f us - r a t h e r a s i t would have been t o 
t h o s e a p p r o a c h i n g i t by sea i n t h e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . N e e d l e s s t o s a y I now 
r e g r e t not h a v i n g j o i n e d most o f our p a r t y on t h e v i s i t t o t h e town model. I 
l i n g e r e d too l o n g o v e r l u n c h and a t t h e a p p o i n t e d t i m e I had j u s t a r r i v e d a t 
Lamb House and was d e l i g h t e d t o f i n d i t open t o t h e p u b l i c . I n a town 
d e s c r i b e d i n t h e guidebook a s h a v i n g a d r a m a t i c h i s t o r y , i t was perhaps 
i n a p p r o p r i a t e t o spend t i m e on a l i t e r a r y p i l g r i m a g e , but Henry James, t h e 
most famous owner o f Lamb House, not o n l y w r o t e f i n e n o v e l s h i m s e l f , but he 
was i n t e r e s t e d i n and w r o t e about t h e a r t of w r i t i n g n o v e l s . A l t h o u g h an 
A m e r i c a n by b i r t h , h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o E n g l i s h l i t e r a t u r e was r e c o g n i s e d by 
t h e award o f t h e OM s h o r t l y b e f o r e h i s d e a t h (when he a l s o took B r i t i s h 
n a t i o n a l i t y ) . C h e s t e r t o n , Conrad, W e l l s , F o r d Maddox F o r d , K i p l i n g e t c . e t c . 
e t c . had v i s i t e d James a t t h e house ( a l t h o u g h i f you a r e o n l y i n t e r e s t e d i n 
h i s t o r y I c a n t e l l you t h a t George I sp e n t a n i g h t a t Lamb House i n 17 7 6 ) . 
L i k e many o f t h e s m a l l e r N a t i o n a l T r u s t p r o p e r t i e s t h e house i s a c t u a l l y l i v e d 
i n and f e l t more l i k e a home t h a n a museum. I t has a s m a l l , s i m p l e garden. 
The Garden Room where James d i d so much w r i t i n g had been d e s t r o y e d by bombs i n 
t h e Second World War and t h i s i s once a g a i n a r e m i n d e r t h a t t h i s v e r y 
b e a u t i f u l a r e a o f t h e c o u n t r y was a c t u a l l y i n t h e f r o n t l i n e o f B r i t a i n ' s many 
t h r e a t e n e d i n v a s i o n s from Europe. The Y p r e s Tower i n t h e c e n t r e o f t h e town 
was b u i l t i n 1250 t o p r o t e c t Rye ( a l t h o u g h i t wasn't a g r e a t s u c c e s s a s Rye 
was s a c k e d by t h e F r e n c h ) . 

Rye i s a Cinque P o r t no l o n g e r on t h e s e a (pace our v i s i t t o Sandwich l a s t 
y e a r ) , but i t s t i l l h as an i s l a n d atmosphere and a s i t i s s u r r o u n d e d by t h r e e 
r i v e r s i t i s s t i l l a c c e s s i b l e by s e a . I f you f a n c y owning a y a c h t , you c o u l d 
s a i l i n t o t h e c e n t r e o f Rye and moor a t S t r a n d Quay. But I am s u r e most o f us 
t h i n k t h a t Rye i s a town o f co b b l e d s t r e e t s and windows. ' F e n e s t r a t i o n ' i s 
t h e t e c h n i c a l word f o r d i s c u s s i n g t h e a r c h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t o f 
windows and you c o u l d c e r t a i n l y i n c r e a s e your knowledge and i n t e r e s t by 
s t u d y i n g t h e windows o f Rye. T h e r e a r e m e d i e v a l , E l i z a b e t h a n and G e o r g i a n 
windows and f a c a d e s t o t h e ho u s e s , and I would t a k e my h a t o f f t o any amateur 
who c o u l d a c c u r a t e l y i d e n t i f y 10 per c e n t o f them w i t h o u t l o o k i n g i n a guide 
book, but i t would be an i n t e r e s t i n g e x e r c i s e t o 'have a go'. 

W i n c h e l s e a : Of n e c e s s i t y we sp e n t a v e r y s h o r t t i m e i n W i n c h e l s e a and most of 
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u s l i n g e r e d i n t h e Church. What d i d come a c r o s s , however, i s t h a t w h i l s t 
W i n c h e l s e a was a v e r y c a r e f u l l y p l a n n e d town o f t h e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y w i t h 
i t s g r i d o f s t r a i g h t r o a d s , and i s now v e r y w e l l l o o k e d a f t e r and p r o u d l y k e p t 
by i t s r e s i d e n t s , somehow i t d o e s n ' t g e l . J u s t a s our t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y new, 
p l a n n e d towns have had d i f f i c u l t y g e t t i n g a c o h e r e n t i d e n t i t y , t h i s a l s o 
seemed t r u e o f W i n c h e l s e a . A l t h o u g h o b v i o u s l y now a t o u r i s t c e n t r e . Rye and 
Hythe seemed a l i v e , W i n c h e l s e a d i d n ' t . T h i s does not mean t h a t I b e l i e v e i n a 
d e v e l o p e r s ' f r e e - f o r - a l l . I j u s t f i n d i t food f o r th o u g h t ! 

The i n t e r i o r o f W i n c h e l s e a C h u r c h was a r i o t o f c o l o u r and on su c h a sunny day 
we were a b l e t o see t h e f u l l b e a u t y o f t h e windows. A l t h o u g h t h e c h u r c h 
i t s e l f was f i r s t b u i l t i n t h e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h e windows were not 
p a r t i c u l a r l y o l d - a commemorative window t o t h e courageous Rye l i f e b o a t m e n 
who l o s t t h e i r l i v e s i n a s t o r m d e d i c a t e d i n 1928 and t h e war memorial windows 
o f t h e Lady C h a p e l d a t e d 1933. B e f o r e you can d e c i p h e r t h e d e t a i l o f t h e 
c h u r c h , you a r e drawn t o d e c i p h e r t h e r i p p l e o f c o l o u r from t h e windows. 

Y e t t h e r e i s so much e l s e t o s e e . The guidebook s a y s t h a t 'competent 
a u t h o r i t i e s a s s u r e u s t h a t t h e workmanship o f t h e stonemasons s t a n d s 
u n s u r p a s s e d i n g o t h i c a r c h i t e c t u r e ' , and a s so o f t e n i n g o t h i c c h u r c h e s i t was 
good t o see t h e moulded f a c e s o f unknown men and women l o o k i n g down on us 
pe r h a p s t h e stonemasons or t h e i r f r i e n d s and r e l a t i v e s . The c h u r c h has seen a 
g r e a t d e a l o f change o v e r t h e c e n t u r i e s . F o l l o w i n g t h e o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g 
commissioned by Edward I , t h e c h u r c h had been a t t a c k e d by t h e F r e n c h i n t h e 
f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y ; had i t s income s e v e r e l y r e s t r i c t e d when t h e s i l t i n g up of 
t h e h a r b o u r saw t h e d e c l i n e o f W i n c h e l s e a a s a r i c h t r a d i n g p o r t ; and s u f f e r e d 
under t h e t u r b u l e n t y e a r s o f t h e 1 6 t h and 17th c e n t u r y . The s o u t h and n o r t h 
t r a n s e p t s o f t h e o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g a r e s t i l l i n r u i n s - a l b e i t w e l l c a r e d f o r 
and i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t h e s u r r o u n d i n g g a r d e n s . A l t h o u g h t h e guidebook i s q u i c k 
t o p o i n t out t h a t t h e c h u r c h i s not a museum anyone i n t e r e s t e d i n h i s t o r y i s 
made f u l l y aware i n t h i s c h u r c h o f t h e c o n s t a n t f o r c e of change d u r i n g t h e 
c e n t u r i e s . J u s t one f i n a l m ention - t h e tombs o f t h e K n i g h t s w i t h t h e c r o s s e d 
l e g s r e s t i n g on c a r v e d l i o n s . The tombs were v e r y b e a u t i f u l i n t h e m s e l v e s 
w i t h t h e i r f e a t h e r e d t r a c e r y , and t h e y gave many of us t h e t a s k of 
u n s u c c e s s f u l l y s e a r c h i n g our memories f o r t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e c r o s s e d l e g s 
- i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e y were K n i g h t s ' T e m p l a r . 

ST. A U G U S T I N F S CHURCH, BROOKLAND 

T h i s a w a r e n e s s o f t h e p a s s i n g c e n t u r i e s had been even more e v i d e n t a t 
B r o o k l a n d s Church w h i c h we v i s i t e d on our way t o Rye. I t i s b u i l t on a mound 
t o keep i t above w a t e r l e v e l and l o o k s p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o s i n g a g a i n s t t h e v e r y 
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f l a t c o u n t r y s i d e t h a t s u r r o u n d s i t . I t a l s o has t h e d i s t i n c t i v e f e a t u r e of 
h a v i n g a b e l f r y s e p a r a t e from t h e c h u r c h ( a wooden c o n i c a l s t r u c t u r e ) and t h i s 
may w e l l be b e c a u s e of u n s t a b l e f o u n d a t i o n s of t h e c h u r c h w h i c h would not 
s u p p o r t a b e l f r y . The poor f o u n d a t i o n s a r e a l s o r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e a n g l e of 
t h e p i l l a r s i n t h e a i s l e a r c a d e s i n t h e nave. These a r e of i n t e r e s t because 
t h e y a r e not s y m m e t r i c a l - s i x bays on t h e n o r t h and s e v e n on t h e s o u t h - but 
one's i n t e r e s t i s tempered by t h e u n e a s e a t l o o k i n g a t t h e s e huge p i l l a r s 
l e a n i n g o u t w a r d s i n s t e a d o f s t a n d i n g u p r i g h t . L i k e W i n c h e l s e a Church, 
B r o o k l a n d s was a l s o b u i l t i n t h e m i d d l e of t h e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . I t i s 
d e d i c a t e d t o S t . A u g u s t i n e - a s h a r p r e m i n d e r t h a t t h e s e were o r i g i n a l l y 
c a t h o l i c c h u r c h e s . On e n t e r i n g t h e c h u r c h t h e f i r s t t h i n g of n o t i c e i s t h e 
G e o r g i a n box pews i n s t a l l e d i n 1738. T h e r e was some d i s c u s s i o n about whether 
t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n c o u l d see t h e V i c a r from t h e pews - but p r o b a b l y of more 
i m p o r t a n c e was, c o u l d t h e V i c a r see t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n . U n l i k e W i n c h e l s e a 
Church, B r o o k l a n d s has no c o l o u r e d g l a s s and seems l i g h t and a i r y i n t h e way 
of a modern c h u r c h . A g r e a t d e a l of damage was caused t o t h e c h u r c h d u r i n g 
t h e Second World War and i n t h e mid-1950s a l m o s t e v e r y window was t a k e n o u t , 
s t r i p p e d , c l e a n e d and e n t i r e l y remade - a t a c o s t of £289.10s.6d. However, a 
fragment of w a l l p a i n t i n g d e p i c t i n g t h e martyrdom of Thomas B e c k e t t i s perhaps 
a r e m i n d e r t h a t t h i s c h u r c h would p o s s i b l y a l s o have been a r i o t o f c o l o u r i n 
t h e e a r l y c e n t u r i e s of i t s l i f e . P r i d e of p l a c e i n t h e c h u r c h went t o the 
c i r c u l a r l e a d f o n t - one of o n l y t h i r t y l e a d f o n t s i n t h e c o u n t r y . I t was 
made by Norman or F l e m i s h c r a f t s m e n and s t r a n g e l y i t i s d e c o r a t e d w i t h s i g n s 
of t h e z o d i a c a s w e l l a s w i t h t h e o c c u p a t i o n s of t h e monks. P e r h a p s t h e most 
moving t h i n g f o r many o f u s i n t h i s c h u r c h was t o r e a d t h e s e v e n t e e n t h and 
e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y tombstones s e t i n t h e w a l l w i t h t h e i r l o n g l i s t s o f t h e 
dead w i t h i n a s h o r t s p a c e o f t i m e w i t h i n t h e same f a m i l y - o f t e n l e a v i n g o n l y 
one member s u r v i v i n g i n t o a d u l t h o o d , o r l e a v i n g a l o n e p a r e n t t o have 
e x p e r i e n c e d t h e d e a t h of w i f e and c h i l d r e n . I t d i d not t a k e much i m a g i n a t i o n 
t o r e a l i s e t h e c e n t r a l r o l e of t h e c h u r c h and f a i t h a t t i m e s when l i f e was so 
f r a g i l e and e x i s t e n c e was a s t r u g g l e . 

C o u n t r y s i d e 'Sheep s h a l l s a f e l y g r a z e ' . They were s a f e l y g r a z i n g . I t was a 
b e a u t i f u l , warm, sunny day. The g r a s s was g r e e n and o b v i o u s l y h a v i n g been 
d e s e r t e d by t h e s e a i t was of a f l a v o u r t o p l e a s e t h e sheep. The breed i s 
c a l l e d 'Romney' and o b v i o u s l y t h e Romney Marsh i s t h e i r n a t u r a l e nvironment 
( a l t h o u g h a p p a r e n t l y t h e y a r e a l s o t h e predominant breed i n New Z e a l a n d ) . 
They were f a t and w o o l l y and t h e i r young looked v e r y h e a l t h y - p l e n t y of 
t w i n s . 

T r a n s p o r t I am s u r e none of us e v e r go on a coach t r i p w i t h o u t t h i n k i n g how 
l o v e l y i t i s not t o have t o w o r r y about where t o p a r k . Coach t r a v e l a l s o has 
t h e a d v a n t a g e t h a t you see o v e r hedges and a p p r e c i a t e t h e c o u n t r y s i d e so much 
more t h a n i n a c a r . We were v e r y w e l l c h a u f f e u r e d by C h a r l i e , t h e coach 
d r i v e r , but t h e c o a c h c o u l d n ' t match t h e e x c i t e m e n t of t h e Romney, Hythe & 
Dymchurch R a i l w a y . I t was l o v e l y t o see c h i l d r e n on t h e p l a t f o r m a t New 
Romney l o o k i n g a t t h e e n g i n e s a s i f d r i v i n g one must be t h e v e r y p i n n a c l e of 
anyone's a m b i t i o n , and i t i s a r e m i n d e r of when we were young and much more 
c a p a b l e of b e i n g e x c i t e d and t h r i l l e d by t h e power o f a steam t r a i n . I t was 
a l s o a v e r y good way o f s e e i n g t h e Romney Marshes. The t r a i n c u t s r i g h t 
a c r o s s them and you wouldn't have had a b e t t e r v i e w i n s u c h a s h o r t time 
u n l e s s you had been on h o r s e b a c k . F r a n c e s amused us a s we l e f t New Romney en 
r o u t e f o r B r o o k l a n d by r e a d i n g of t h e l i t t l e r a i l w a y ' s 'war e f f o r t ' . I t 
s t a r t e d t h e war by c r o s s i n g b a c k w a r d s and f o r w a r d s r e a d y t o r e p u l s e t h e enemy 
w i t h a L e w i s gun. However, l a t e r i t d i d p l a y a more v i t a l r o l e i n 
t r a n s p o r t i n g s e c t i o n s o f p i p e w h i c h were u s e d i n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of o i l 
p i p e l i n e s t o c a r r y f u e l t o t h e Normandy beachheads. 
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I h a v e n ' t got a s u b - h e a d i n g f o r p a y i n g t r i b u t e t o F r a n c e s and Norma, but t h e y 
o f f e r e d us so much i n one day. The t i m i n g was c r i t i c a l . We had j u s t t h e 
r i g h t amount of t i m e i n e a c h p l a c e . We a r e so l u c k y t o have t h i s a r e a 
v i r t u a l l y on our d o o r s t e p . Y e t how o f t e n do we go t h e r e ? I t i s t h a n k s t o 
p e o p l e who w i l l g i v e t h e t i m e t o o r g a n i s i n g s u c h an o u t i n g t h a t we a r e p u l l e d 
f rom our normal round o f c h o r e s . F r a n c e s and Norma know we a p p r e c i a t e d i t 
b e c a u s e t h e y know we e n j o y e d o u r s e l v e s . 

J a n e t Woods 

( S e v e r a l o f us c l i m b e d t h e tower of Rye p a r i s h c h u r c h and our e f f o r t s were 
r e w a r d e d w i t h t h e s i g h t o f Rye below us and t h e expanse of Romney Marsh of 
sheep and s m u g g l i n g fame. E d i t o r ) 

A PERAMBULATION OF GREENWICH 

F a m i l i a r i t y d o e s n ' t n e c e s s a r i l y breed contempt, but i t v e r y o f t e n breeds 
f o r g e t f u l n e s s . 

G r e e n w i c h P a r k has been known t o me a l m o s t a l l my l i f e . As a c h i l d I w a l k e d 
t h r o u g h t h e f o o t - t u n n e l from t h e n o r t h s h o r e of t h e Thames t o v i s i t t he 
O b s e r v a t o r y and gaze on t h e s i g h t of t h e Thames s n a k i n g down from London. For 
e l e v e n y e a r s I worked i n G r e e n w i c h L i b r a r y and p l a y e d t e n n i s t h e r e on my 
a f t e r n o o n s o f f , and more r e c e n t l y i t s been a r e g u l a r j a u n t w i t h my 
g r a n d d a u g h t e r s t o f e e d n u t s t o t h e s q u i r r e l s and b r e a d t o t h e ducks. 

Y e t on one Wednesday e v e n i n g , t o g e t h e r w i t h a dozen or so members f o l l o w i n g 
t h e i n d o m i t a b l e F r a n c e s O x l e y on a t o u r o f t h e p a r k , I found m y s e l f i n p a r t s 
I ' d a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y f o r g o t t e n because of t h e s h e e r s i z e and v a r i e t y . The 
f l o w e r g a r d e n s , l a k e s and d e l l s and a v e n u e s , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e m a g n i f i c e n t 
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t o Queen E l i z a b e t h ' s Oak, now s a d l y l y i n g on i t s s i d e - a g i a n t dead wreck. 
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Over t o Maze H i l l we s t u d i e d t h e mock-medieval Vanbrugh C a s t l e - t h e work of a 
man, c o u r t i e r , a r c h i t e c t and d r a m a t i s t , famous i n h i s day. O r i g i n a l l y c a l l e d 
The B a s t i l l e , t h e house became a b o a r d i n g s c h o o l f o r boys. 

Next s t o p , f a r t h e r down t o examine a b e a u t i f u l p l a q u e r e c a l l i n g one H e l e n a 
Mott. I f e l t my i g n o r a n c e l e s s e n e d when i t t r a n s p i r e d t h a t no one e l s e i n t h e 
group had h e a r d o f h e r e i t h e r . 

F i n a l l y we t u r n e d w e s t w a r d and w a l k e d p a r a l l e l w i t h t h e N a t i o n a l M a r i t i m e 
Museum and t h e g r a c e f u l c olonnaded Queen's House, s t r o l l i n g i n s m a l l groups, 
c h a t t i n g and r e - g r o u p i n g u n t i l once more we r e a c h e d ' S a i l o r B i l l ' . 

The J u n e e v e n i n g meant i t was s t i l l not t w i l i g h t - f a r too e a r l y t o go home -
and t h e r e f o r e a r e a s o n a b l e e x c u s e f o r a v i s i t to Ye Olde Rose and Crown. 

A r r i v i n g home I pursued t h e name He l e n a Mott. She appeared not i n any 
l i t e r a r y d i c t i o n a r y , nor i n any l i s t of eminent women. But s u c c e s s came a t 
l a s t i n t h e T r a n s a c t i o n s of t h e G r e e n w i c h and Lewisham A n t i q u a r i a n S o c i e t y , 
1983. 

"A b e a u t i f u l l y c a r v e d s t o n e p a n e l ( a f t e r a d e s i g n by Rex W h i s t l e r ) on 115 Maze 
H i l l , b e a r i n g t h e d a t e F e b r u a r y 1951 p e r p e t u a t e s t h e memory of H e l e n a P a r e 
L y d i a Mott ( 1 8 7 2 - 1 9 5 1 ) , a poet and w r i t e r , i n c l u d i n g s t o r i e s f o r c h i l d r e n . 
T h i s t a b l e t , on w h i c h i s i n s c r i b e d a q u o t a t i o n from one o f h e r works w h i c h 
b e g i n s 'The summer b r e a t h i s s p e n t upon t h e h i l l s ... was put up by t h e Mott 
f a m i l y on t h i s house i n w h i c h she l i v e d . ' But I ' v e s t i l l n o t found anyone 
e l s e who h a s h e a r d o f H e l e n a Mott. 

B u t , a l l i n a l l , a p l e a s u r a b l e and r e l a x i n g e v e n i n g , a b l y l e d . 

B e s s D z i e l s k i 

OUTING TO LANCING COLLEGE CHAPEL AND BRIGHTON ON SATURDAY, 4 t h JULY 1992 

On a r a t h e r d i s m a l , s l i g h t l y damp S a t u r d a y morning i n J u l y we j o i n e d t h e coach 
a t Lamorbey B a t h s i n good s p i r i t f o r t h e day ahead. I n s p i t e of t h e d u l l n e s s , 
v i s i b i l i t y was good and we were a b l e t o e n j o y t h e v i e w s and s c e n e r y on our way 
t o C o w f o l d , f o r our c o f f e e s t o p . We had i n t e n d e d a q u i c k l o o k a t t h e c h u r c h 
i n t h e v i l l a g e , but s a d l y i t was c l o s e d a g a i n s t v a n d a l i s m ; a s c ompensation, 
however, t h e sun came out a s we s t r o l l e d about. 

Then on t o L a n c i n g C o l l e g e . F o r many y e a r s I had wanted t o v i s i t t h e c o l l e g e 
c h a p e l and a t l a s t t h e o p p o r t u n i t y had come. As we d r o v e up t h e h i l l t o t h e 
c h a p e l I f e l t my a n t i c i p a t i o n was f u l f i l l e d - a t r u l y i m p r e s s i v e b u i l d i n g . I t 
i s not o l d a s b u i l d i n g s go, t h e f o u n d a t i o n s t o n e b e i n g l a i d i n 1868. The 
c r y p t has o c t a g o n a l v a u l t i n g and was u s e d by t h e s c h o o l f o r w o r s h i p from 1875 
u n t i l t h e s e r v i c e o f d e d i c a t i o n of t h e upper c h a p e l i n 1911. Even t h e n i t was 
o n l y t h e e a s t end o f t h e c h a p e l w h i c h was used f o r s e r v i c e s , w h i l e work 
c o n t i n u e d t o t h e w e s t end. The s t y l e o f t h e c h a p e l i s e a r l y 14th c e n t u r y 
E n g l i s h G o t h i c w i t h 1 3 t h c e n t u r y F r e n c h i n f l u e n c e s and was b u i l t by r e s i d e n t 
masons of t h e c o u n t y i n S u s s e x s a n d s t o n e . I t i s s t i l l not complete. P l a n s 
were f o r a c h a p e l and 350 f o o t tower a t t h e west end. The c h a p e l i s s t i l l i n 
t h e p l a n n i n g s t a g e but t h e tower w i l l not be b u i l t . F o u n d a t i o n s up t o 70 f e e t 
deep had t o be dug t o make s a f e t h e h e i g h t h o f t h e c h a p e l on i t s p r e c a r i o u s l y 
eminent s i t e . 

I n s i d e t h e w e s t door i s a low p a i n t e d c e i l i n g s t r e t c h i n g from s i d e t o s i d e . 
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S t e p p i n g i n t o t h e nave one i s i m m e d i a t e l y s t r u c k by t h e v a s t n e s s of t h e 
b u i l d i n g , t h e h e i g h t h and l i g h t n e s s - q u i t e b r e a t h t a k i n g ! 

E i t h e r s i d e o f t h e nave a r e t h e n o r t h and s o u t h a i s l e s , l e a d i n g t o t h e c h o i r 
s t a l l s and d i v i d i n g t h e nave and t h e a i s l e s a r e f i n e l y c a r v e d d a r k wooden 
c a n o p i e s g i v e n t o L a n c i n g by E t o n C o l l e g e . * Beyond t h e c h o i r s t a l l s and 
b e h i n d t h e h i g h a l t a r hang huge t a p e s t r i e s , hand woven i n S u r r e y by male 
w e a v e r s . To t h e l e f t o f t h e h i g h a l t a r i s a s m a l l i s h s t a i n e d g l a s s window 
m a i n l y b l u e i n c o l o u r . We were t o l d t h a t no m a t t e r what t i m e o f t h e day or 
y e a r i t n e v e r changes c o l o u r or i n t e n s i t y . Maybe i t had an a d v a n t a g e i n t h a t 
i t f a c e d n o r t h e a s t . 

T h e r e a r e two o r g a n s , one on t h e n o r t h s i d e , between t h e c h o i r s t a l l s and t h e 
h i g h a l t a r . T h i s i s t h e s m a l l and more i n t i m a t e of t h e two and i s used on 
most o c c a s i o n s . T u r n i n g our b a c k s on t h e h i g h a l t a r and l o o k i n g back down t h e 
nave a r e two s p e c i a l f e a t u r e s . High i n t h e west w a l l i s t h e b e a u t i f u l Rose 
Window - s a i d t o be t h e l a r g e s t i n Europe. V a r i o u s c o l o u r s i n t h e d e s i g n 
become more prominent as t h e sun moves round. We m i s s e d t h i s e x p e r i e n c e as a t 
t h a t moment t h e "heavens opened" and t h e sun d i s a p p e a r e d . The w e s t organ i s 
s i t u a t e d i m m e d i a t e l y below t h e Rose Window and i s a b e a u t i f u l p i e c e of 
c r a f t s m a n s h i p , w i t h s i l v e r m e t a l d e c o r a t i o n on t h e organ p i p e s . 

A f t e r a s h o r t v i s i t t o t h e c r y p t we l e f t t h e C h a p e l , t h e r a i n h a v i n g moved 
away. 

The j o u r n e y t o B r i g h t o n had n o t h i n g t o o f f e r , i t c o u l d have been London. 
B u i l d i n g s , p e o p l e , t r a f f i c and t r a f f i c queues. I t was a r e l i e f t o r e a c h t h e 
se a even though i t was g r e y . P h i l i p and I chose t o e a t our packed l u n c h on 
t h e p i e r and watched t h e w o r l d go by w i t h i n t e r e s t . P e o p l e come i n a l l shapes 
and s i z e s , some l a r g e r t h a n o t h e r s , t h e i r c l o t h e s v a r y i n g from t h e r a t h e r drab 
to b r i g h t l y c o l o u r e d . Some people b r i g h t and c h e e r f u l , o t h e r s f i n d i n g t h i n g s 
r a t h e r h a r d g o i n g . I t was good to see t h e p l e a s u r e on t h e f a c e s of some 
handicapped p e r s o n s who were b e i n g wheeled a l o n g t h e p i e r e n j o y i n g e v e r y t h i n g 
around them. 

We w a l k e d a l o n g t h e f r o n t and were p l e a s e d t o see t h e o l d e s t a b l i s h e d V o l k e s 
R a i l w a y r u n n i n g a l o n g t h e top of t h e beach. I t s d e s t i n a t i o n no l o n g e r marked 
a s " B l a c k Rock" but t h e more up t o date "Marina". T h e r e were a few i n t r e p i d 
b a t h e r s g a m b o l l i n g i n t h e w a t e r , but t h e n u d i s t beach was empty. Maybe t h e 
w e a t h e r was somewhat u n f a v o u r a b l e . 

The n e x t i t e m f o r t h e day was a v i s i t t o t h e R o y a l P a v i l i o n so we l e f t t h e s e a 
and headed t o w a r d s Old S t e i n e . I t was a work of a r t n e g o t i a t i n g t h e numerous 
l i g h t c o n t r o l l e d p e d e s t r i a n c r o s s i n g s , but we met up w i t h t h e r e s t o f t h e 
members w a i t i n g i n t h e s u n s h i n e . But not f o r l o n g . As we e n t e r e d t h e 
P a v i l i o n l a r g e drops of r a i n s t a r t e d t o f a l l . We had dodged t h e r a i n a g a i n . 
L o o k i n g a t t h e o u t s i d e of t h e b u i l d i n g , w i t h i t s I n d i a n f l a v o u r , i t i s h a r d t o 
i m a g i n e i t s t a r t e d l i f e a s l i t t l e more t h a n a modest f a r m house. I n 1815, 
J o h n Nash s t a r t e d e n l a r g i n g and t r a n s f o r m i n g i t i n t o t h e p r e s e n t I n d i a n S t y l e 
P a v i l i o n . I n s i d e a C h i n e s e theme i n f l u e n c e s much of t h e c o r r i d o r s and 
s t a i r c a s e s , w i t h c a s t i r o n made t o r e s e m b l e bamboo. The B a n q u e t i n g Room i s a 
m a g n i f i c e n t s i g h t , w i t h a l a r g e t a b l e s e t t o r e p r e s e n t a s n e a r a s p o s s i b l e t h e 
s c e n e of a banquet i n K i n g George I V ' s t i m e . The s i l v e r g i l t on d i s p l a y comes 
m a i n l y from t h e c o l l e c t i o n o f t h e t h i r d Marquess of L o n d o n d e r r y and t o keep i t 
i n p r i s t i n e c o n d i t i o n a group of v o l u n t e e r s c l e a n i t e a c h week. F i v e 
g a s o l i e r s ( l a m p s ) a r e suspended from t h e c e i l i n g , d e c o r a t e d i n C h i n e s e s t y l e , 
t h e l a r g e s t hangs i m m e d i a t e l y o v e r t h e c e n t r e of t h e t a b l e . They a r e r e p u t e d 
t o be t h e f i r s t i n B r i g h t o n t o be l i t by gas. 
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The G r e a t K i t c h e n was a r e v e l a t i o n . The 500 p l u s copper u t e n s i l s g l i s t e n e d as 
new. They c o u l d n e v e r have shone so b r i g h t l y y e a r s ago. I t was s u r p r i s i n g t o 
l e a r n t h a t none of t h e p i e c e s on d i s p l a y belonged o r i g i n a l l y t o t h e P a v i l i o n , 
but a r e i n f a c t on l o a n , some from t h e Duke o f W e l l i n g t o n ' s London r e s i d e n c e , 
some f r o m t h e k i t c h e n s a t Syon House and 4 6 1 g i v e n by t h e T r u s t e e s o f t h e 
C o l l e g e of Domestic S u b j e c t s i n London, when i t c l o s e d i n 1962. The f i r e p l a c e 
i s e n t i r e l y o r i g i n a l . 

The M u s i c Room i s o f t h e Regency p e r i o d . The r i c h r e d and g o l d w a l l p a i n t i n g s 
were r e t u r n e d from Buckingham P a l a c e i n t h e 1860's, but t h e c h i m n e y p i e c e , 
m i r r o r f r a m e , c u r t a i n s and c a r p e t a r e a l l r e c e n t r e c r e a t i o n s of t h e o r i g i n a l s . 
T w i c e t h e room has s u f f e r e d d i s a s t e r . An a r s o n a t t a c k i n 1975 damaged t h e 
c u r t a i n s e t c . i n t h e a r e a n e a r e s t t o t h e l a r g e window and i n 1987 t h e 
h u r r i c a n e s e n t a p i e c e of masonry from t h e r o o f c r a s h i n g t h r o u g h t h e c e i l i n g . 
I t i s , however, now r e s t o r e d t o i t s former g l o r y , a f i n e example of t o d a y ' s 
c r a f t s m a n s h i p . I t seemed s a c r i l e g e t o t r e a d on t h e l u s h new b l u e c a r p e t . My 
o n l y d i s a p p o i n t m e n t was t h e l a c k of m u s i c a l i n s t r u m e n t s . My memory t e l l s me 
t h a t i n s t r u m e n t s of t h e p e r i o d s t o o d about t h e room. The o r g a n r e m a i n s , 
r e p l a c i n g t h e o r i g i n a l one w h i c h was t r a n s f e r r e d by o r d e r of Queen V i c t o r i a i n 
1847 t o Osborne House; i t was d e s t r o y e d by f i r e . 

A f t e r making our way up t h e "bamboo" s t a i r c a s e we saw a n o t i c e - R e s t a u r a n t 
and a l m o s t f e l l onto our c h a i r s , f o o t w eary and tongues h a n g i n g o u t . R e v i v e d 
we c o n t i n u e d our t o u r , f i n i s h i n g d o w n s t a i r s n e a r t h e P a v i l i o n shop. Most 
oppo r t u n e , a s a t t h a t moment t h e "heavens opened" once more, w h i c h gave us t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o l o o k a t t h e a t t r a c t i v e i t e m s on d i s p l a y - and t o be tempted 
i n t o b u y i n g . We l e f t a s t h e r a i n stopped and made our way back t o t h e s e a and 
coach. 

O ther members w i l l have spent a more e n e r g e t i c day v i s i t i n g t h e L a n e s and 
o t h e r p l a c e s o f h i s t o r i c i m p o r t a n c e , or s p e n d i n g money i n t h e many good shops 
i n B r i g h t o n , but h a v i n g e x p e r i e n c e d t h e s e i n t h e p a s t , P h i l i p and I f e l t a 
l e i s u r e l y day would s u i t us b e s t . 

The j o u r n e y back was e n j o y a b l e and we a r r i v e d back a t Lamorbey B a t h s , 
p l e a s u r a b l y t i r e d a t t h e end of an i n t e r e s t i n g and e n j o y a b l e day. W i t h t h a n k s 
to Norma, F r a n c e s and our d r i v e r . 

P h y l l i s Nash 

" T h i s r e a l l y was f u l l c i r c l e . On an o u t i n g t o E t o n C o l l e g e C h a p e l a r r a n g e d 
by P h y l l i s h e r s e l f , we were t o l d t h a t e a r l y w a l l p a i n t i n g s had been 
d i s c o v e r e d . The c a n o p i e s t h a t backed on t o t h e s e w a l l s were removed and 
s e t t l e d i n L a n c i n g C o l l e g e C h a p e l . 

E d i t o r 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE STATION AND HATHERLEY ROAD AREA 

I n t h e 1600's t h e a r e a I am w r i t i n g about was m o s t l y s m a l l f i e l d s s u r r o u n d e d 
by h a w t h o r n hedges on a m i x t u r e of c o l d , wet g r a v e l s and c l a y . T h e r e was 
P r i e s t l a n d s Wood and B i r c h w o o d , t h e l a t t e r s t i l l a wood a t t h e bottom of 
B i r c h w o o d Avenue u n t i l r e c e n t t i m e s and p a r t of t h e F o o t s C r a y P a r k e s t a t e . 
I n t h e e a r l y 1700's C i t y men began s e t t l i n g i n t h i s p a r t o f K e n t and t h e l a r g e 
h ouses began t o be b u i l t . S i d c u p House a t t h e top o f C r a y b r o o k e Road ( l a t e r 
l i v e d i n by Dame E t h e l S m y t h e ) , S i d c u p P l a c e , Hadlow House, t h e B l a c k Horse 
and t h e s m i t h y and l a t e r t h e Manor House on t h e Green. I n t h e a r e a we a r e 
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c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e r e was l i t t l e change u n t i l 1781 when t h e New C r o s s T u r n p i k e 
t r u s t e e s were empowered t o improve t h e h i g h r o a d and put a t o l l booth near 
what i s now t h e Cannon cinema. 

To a v o i d p a y i n g t o l l s p e ople t r o d f o o t p a t h s t h r o u g h t h e a d j o i n i n g f i e l d s . 
S t a t i o n Road was a v e r y n a r r o w l a n e w i t h a d i t c h r u n n i n g down t h e we s t s i d e . 
I t was c a l l e d H a l f w a y S t r e e t and l a t e r C h e r r y O r c h a r d Lane ( p e r h a p s because 
t h e r e was an o r c h a r d where B a r c l a y s Bank now s t a n d s ) . 

At t h e o t h e r end Alma Road was j u s t a t r a c k l e a d i n g i n t o B i r c h w o o d (The 
R a i l w a y T a v e r n was b u i l t about 1840 and st o o d a l o n e f o r many y e a r s ) . At t h e 
f o o t o f H a t h e r l e y Road t h e r e was a b r i c k k i l n w h i l e n e a r b y "Romans F i e l d s " 
( m e n t i o n e d i n t h e deeds of a H a t h e r l e y Road r e s i d e n t ) i n d i c a t e d g y p s i e s , of 
whom I remember q u i t e c l e a r l y , camping a t t h e bottom o f B i r k b e c k Road i n the 
1930s. 

I n 1808 C h r i s t o p h e r H u l l bought S i d c u p House and our a r e a belonged t o the 
Re v e r e n d T. H u l l . I n 1828 i t p a s s e d t o h i s nephew, Landsdown H u l l , t h e n 
l i v i n g a t Hadlow House. He t h e n b u i l t a house on a p l o t c a l l e d B a r n F i e l d 
( a b o u t where Woolworths now s t a n d s ) . Our a r e a was e n t i r e l y a r a b l e and farmed 
by James Wood from a f a r m now t h e s i t e o f Sheppards Garage. L a t e r t h e far m 
was s o l d t o an occupant of F o o t s C r a y P l a c e w i t h t h e u n u s u a l name of Western 
Wood. W e s t e r n Wood became a member of P a r l i a m e n t f o r t h e C i t y o f London i n 
1861, but d i e d i n 1863 l e a v i n g a l l t h e r e s i d u e o f h i s e s t a t e t o h i s widow 
S a r a h L e t i t i a and h i s f r i e n d W i l l i a m Pye. 

I n September 1866 S i d c u p was l i n k e d t o London by t h e D a r t f o r d Loop r a i l w a y and 
the p r o s p e c t s o f development were good. Meanwhile i n 1863 i n t h e S t a t i o n Road 
a r e a a s y n d i c a t e o f t h r e e London m e r c h a n t s bought up t h e o u t e r f r i n g e s of our 
a r e a , a l o n g t h e High S t r e e t , down S t a t i o n Road and a l o n g Alma Road. 

I n 1865, H o p k i n s , one of t h e s y n d i c a t e , bought out h i s p a r t n e r s so t h a t when 
th e r a i l w a y opened he was i n t h e happy p o s i t i o n o f owning some of the 
s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a s . He sought p e r m i s s i o n t o widen S t a t i o n Road, s u p p r e s s t he 
c o r n e r c u t o f f ( t h e t o l l g a t e l a n d had r e c e n t l y been a b o l i s h e d ) t o e x t e n d Alma 
Road and top up an o l d f o o t p a t h a c r o s s t h e bottom o f H a t h e r l e y Road. By 1868 
he had s t a r t e d t o s e l l p l o t s 66 t o 80 and i n 1869 p l o t s f o r 60, 62 and 64 i n 
S t a t i o n Road. Mrs. Wood and Mr. Pye soon d e m o l i s h e d t h e f a r m b u i l d i n g s (on 
the Sheppard's garage s i t e ) and s p l i t up t h e e s t a t e on paper, a s t r a i g h t l i n e 
b e i n g drawn f o r H a t h e r l e y Road and i t s w e st s i d e r u l e d o f f i n t o 28 s i x t y f o o t 
h o u s i n g p l o t s each s t r e t c h i n g back 200 f e e t t o w a r d s S t a t i o n Road. They a l s o 
mortgaged t h e B i r k b e c k and C l a r e n c e Road a r e a . The f i r s t p l o t i n H a t h e r l e y 
Road was No.10, l a t e r numbered 21 ( n e a r t h e p a s s a g e way t o t h e C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
C h u r c h ) . The house n e x t t o o u r s w h i c h was s a i d t o have been a f a r m a t one 
t i m e was i n t e r e s t i n g l y c a l l e d . West Wood. I t was t h e deeds from t h i s house 
t h a t gave Mr. Nunns some u s e f u l i n f o r m a t i o n . 

I n 1870 b u i l d e r Mr. George Hawkins came t o S i d c u p and bought up p l o t s i n Elm 
Road, Main Road and Lo n g l a n d s Road. I n 1875 he bought s e v e r a l i n H a t h e r l e y 
Road. G r a v e l was found o f f B i r k b e c k Road, w h i l e i n 1876, Mr. E . J . H a r l a n d 
opened h i s b r i c k f i e l d n e a r H a r l a n d Avenue. 

O r i g i n a l l y t o be c a l l e d S t a t i o n Road, H a t h e r l e y Road was a g a t e d p r i v a t e road 
u n t i l adopted by t h e C o u n c i l . The P u b l i c H a l l and t h e r e d b r i c k houses o f S t . 
J o s e p h ' s Convent and S t . G e r t r u d e s High S c h o o l (now s a d l y d e m o l i s h e d ) were 
b u i l t a t t h e top i n between t h e m o s t l y d e t a c h e d V i c t o r i a n f a m i l y houses and a t 
th e bottom a row of t h r e e s t o r e y t e r r a c e d h o u s e s , w h i c h came t o be known as 
th e "Old L a d i e s " i n l a t e r y e a r s when t h e y f e l l i n t o d i s r e p a i r and were going 
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t o be p u l l e d down. 

About 1965 Malcolm S a n d e r s o n , t h e h o u s i n g e s t a t e d e v e l o p e r , s t a r t e d b u y i n g up 
p r o p e r t i e s and t o d a y t h e r e a r e few of t h e o r i g i n a l d ouble f r o n t e d houses l e f t . 
F o r t u n a t e l y t h e r e a r e s t i l l a l o t o f t h e "Old L a d i e s " s t a n d i n g . I saw o n l y 
one o f t h e o r i g i n a l , u n u s u a l shaped r o o f s , but one c a n s t i l l s e e t h e i r o n work 
b a l u s t r a d e s and l i t t l e e m b e l l i s h m e n t s w h i c h make t h e s e houses so a t t r a c t i v e . 
T hey c o n t r a s t v e r y f a v o u r a b l y w i t h t h e s t a r k u t i l i t a r i a n h o uses b u i l t around 
them and seemed t o have been c a r e f u l l y r e s t o r e d . 

Some y e a r s ago t h e l a t e Mr. Nunns gave me a copy o f h i s n o t e s on t h i s a r e a and 
I have based my f a c t s on t h e s e and g r a t e f u l l y acknowledge t h e e x t e n s i v e work 
he d i d and t h e i n t e r e s t i n g h i s t o r y he u n c o v e r e d . 

M a r g a r e t White 

A FOND ADIEU 

Some of you w i l l a l r e a d y know, e i t h e r from m y s e l f or v i a t h e g r a p e v i n e , t h a t 
I am moving down t o W i n c h e l s e a w i t h my mother t o a l i t t l e bungalow a t t a c h e d t o 
a 1 4 t h c e n t u r y F e r r y Farmhouse (no l o n g e r u s e d a s a farmhouse by t h e way, so I 
s h a n ' t be mucking out t h e p i g s t y e s o r a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t ) . 

The bungalow, now modernised, was once t h e t o l l booth f o r t h e R i v e r Brede 
c r o s s i n g , w h i c h r u n s by t h e s i d e of t h e p r o p e r t y , so you may c a t c h a g l i m p s e 
o f me f i s h i n g on a f i n e summer e v e n i n g ! . My s i s t e r and h e r husband w i l l be 
l i v i n g i n t h e farmhouse. 

We a r e a l l v e r y e x c i t e d about t h i s move and a r e r e a l l y l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o a 
new b e g i n n i n g and a new way of l i f e . 

I have t h o r o u g h l y e n j o y e d my y e a r s a s a member of t h e S o c i e t y and b e i n g 
amongst you a l l and s h a l l m i s s y o u r c h e e r f u l f r i e n d l y f a c e s on a l t e r n a t e 
Wednesdays, e v e n i n g w a l k s and summer o u t i n g s . However, I w i l l be k e e p i n g i n 
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t o u c h and i f any o f you f i n d y o u r s e l v e s i n t h e v i c i n i t y of 'The F e r r y 
Farmhouse', S t a t i o n Road, W i n c h e l s e a , I would be d e l i g h t e d t o see you. 

I do hope t o be a b l e t o a t t e n d t h e 4 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y D i n n e r so you won't have 
got r i d of me y e t ! ! . W i t h b e s t w i s h e s t o you a l l f o r t h e f u t u r e . 

Norma H u n t l e y 
1 0 t h J u l y 1992 

OBITUARY 

I t was w i t h g r e a t s a d n e s s t h a t we l e a r n t of the d e a t h of Mrs. M i l d r e d Booker 
i n t h e Autumn of 1991. She was p a r t of our famous " f r o n t row" on l e c t u r e 
e v e n i n g s and had t h e honour of b e i n g our l o n g e s t s e r v i n g member h a v i n g j o i n e d 
t h e S o c i e t y i n i t s e a r l y y e a r s . 

T h r e e s e r v i n g members a t t e n d e d her f u n e r a l s e r v i c e a t E l t h a m C r ematorium a t 
w h i c h her b r o t h e r - i n - l a w o f f i c i a t e d . We came away f e e l i n g u p l i f t e d and f e l t 
t h a t we had i n d e e d a t t e n d e d a t h a n k s g i v i n g s e r v i c e f o r a l i f e w e l l l i v e d . 

Our member, B r i a n Newey, d i e d i n t h e Summer of 1991. Norma and m y s e l f 
a t t e n d e d t h e Memorial S e r v i c e h e l d a t S t . Andrews, A l b a n y P a r k . I n t h e 
V i c a r ' s a d d r e s s we l e a r n e d t h a t B r i a n had many t a l e n t s unknown t o u s , one of 
w h i c h was t h e w r i t i n g o f p o e t r y . The f o l l o w i n g i s h i s v e r s i o n of t h e L o r d ' s 
P r a y e r w h i c h we thought you would l i k e t o see and e n j o y . 

" F a t h e r God who a r t i n heaven. 
Mould u s , f i l l us w i t h y o u r l e a v e n . 
Work w i t h i n each l o w l y s o u l . 
T i l l Y o u r S p i r i t makes us whole. 

H a l l o w e d be Thy wondrous Name 
E v e r , a l w a y s , s t i l l t h e same: 
May Thy Kingdom come on e a r t h , 
G l o r i f y C h r i s t ' s l o w l y b i r t h . 

J e s u s who w i t h God was one 
T e l l s us p r a y . Thy w i l l be done 
On t h e e a r t h t h r o u g h us t o d a y . 
As i t i s i n heaven a l w a y . 

L o r d we a s k you, g i v e us b r e a d . 
Ours t o d a y i s what You s a i d ; 
S a f e f r o m hunger a l l may f a r e , 
I f Thy p l e n t e o u s g r a c e we s h a r e . 

L o r d , our e v e r y s i n You know 
F r e e us from t h e d e b t s we owe: 
When a l l o t h e r s we f o r g i v e . 
Pardoned, t h e n we t r u l y l i v e . 

S h i e l d us from t h e e v i l one. 
May t h e tempter f e a r Thy Son: 
For t h e Kingdom and t h e T h r o n e , 
Of heaven and e a r t h a r e God's a l o n e . B r i a n Newey 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

I h a v e a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d i n t h e e d i t o r i a l t h a t P i p Hayward i s now r e s i d e n t i n 
Baugh House, F o o t s c r a y - i f anybody h a s a few s p a r e moments he would l o v e to 
s e e you. W h i l s t I v i s i t e d P i p i n h o s p i t a l a t t h e New Y e a r I was amazed to 
f i n d L e o n a r d P i l e i n t h e same ward - he had s u f f e r e d a h e a r t a t t a c k so i t was 
good t o s e e him l a t e r i n t h e y e a r back a t S o c i e t y m e e t i n g s and we w i s h him 
w e l l . 

Our member, Norman S t o r e r , has m i s s e d s e v e r a l s o c i e t y m e e t i n g s due to i l l 
h e a l t h - a g a i n o u r good w i s h e s to him. 

The o u t i n g t o H y t h e , Rye and W i n c h e l s e a was made even more d e l i g h t f u l by the 
p r e s e n c e o f P h i l i p Nash who h a s f o r t h e l a s t y e a r o r so been v e r y i l l - i t was 
so p l e a s i n g t h a t t h r o u g h o u t t h e day members were c h a t t i n g t o him and I t h i n k 
he i n t u r n was p l e a s e d t o be back amongst u s . 

I t was good t o l e a r n t h a t P h i l i p ( t o g e t h e r w i t h P h y l l i s ) h a s s e v e r a l d a t e s 
l i n e d up when he w i l l be s p e a k i n g on S i d c u p . P h i l i p h a s t h e d i s t i n c t i o n of 
b e i n g an o r i g i n a l S e d c o p i a n and t h e r e f o r e c a n s p e a k w i t h g r e a t a u t h o r i t y on 
h i s s u b j e c t . 

On t h e 2 0 t h May we s a i d goodbye w i t h g r e a t r e l u c t a n c e t o M a r i a n and C y r i l 
S a l i s b u r y who h a v e gone t o l i v e i n S u f f o l k . We were v e r y p l e a s e d when they 
m a r r i e d a few y e a r s b a c k and send them a l l our good w i s h e s f o r t h e f u t u r e . 

Our " g i r l s " ( K a t h y H a r d i n g and D e n i s e B a l d w i n who s a y t h e y s t i l l q u i t e l i k e 
t h e t i t l e ) h ave been f l y i n g t h e b anner a g a i n f o r us t h i s y e a r by g i v i n g a t a l k 
a t t h e E l t h a m S o c i e t y on F o o t s c r a y , E r i c P e r c i v a l and I b e i n g i n t h e a u d i e n c e 
(and a t o t h e r v e n u e s ) . The name F o o t s c r a y we know h a s s p r e a d to A u s t r a l i a and 
when t r a v e l l i n g on a bus i n M a l t a t h i s y e a r , Pam and I s p o t t e d a b u i l d i n g 
named " F o o t s c r a y House". 

O n l y y e s t e r d a y e v e n i n g about t e n S o c i e t y members j o i n e d w i t h f o r t y o t h e r 
p e o p l e i n t h e L o c a l S t u d i e s w a l k a r o u n d S i d c u p , w h i c h was a b l y l e d by John 
M e r c e r . At t h e end o f l a s t y e a r t h e S o c i e t y was r e p r e s e n t e d a t t h e L o c a l 
H i s t o r y F a i r a t Brampton Road. We u s e d a f r o n t p r o j e c t o r s h o w i n g s l i d e s of 
S i d c u p w i t h a b e a u t i f u l commentary by L o u i s e B e a v e r , w h i c h was o b v i o u s l y 
a p p r e c i a t e d a s many v i s i t o r s w a t c h e d and l i s t e n e d f o r t h e c o m p l e t e show. We 
had on s a l e J o h n M e r c e r ' s S i d c u p Book and t h e n o t e l e t s p r o d u c e d from our 
C h a i r m a n , I r i s M o r r i s ' , d r a w i n g s f o r t h e B l a c k f e n Book. 

The gamble on t h e s e l l i n g of t h e B l a c k f e n book came o f f a s we s o l d o v e r 550 
c o p i e s - some o f w h i c h were bought t o be s e n t o v e r s e a s . H e r e ' s h o p i n g t h a t 
our n e x t v e n t u r e i n t o S i d c u p t e r r i t o r y d oes a s w e l l . 

I t h i n k you w i l l a g r e e we have had a good s o c i e t y y e a r and we a r e a l l now 
l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o t h e c l i m a x of i t w h i c h w i l l be t h e d i n n e r on 3 r d O c t o b e r . 

F r a n c e s O x l e y 
E d i t o r 
16ch J u l y 1992 
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H I S T O R I C WEEKEND I N NORFOLK 

H i l l C r e s t F i e l d C e n t r e i n B a r t o n T u r f h a s 
been booked f o r t h e S o c i e t y f o r t h e 
weekend J u n e 4 t h - 6 t h 1993. I t i s a c e n t r e 
u s e d by H e r t f o r d s h i r e S c h o o l s and c a n 
accommodate t w e n t y p e o p l e . However, s i n c e 
we w i l l be a d u l t s , I s u g g e s t a p a r t y of 
t w e l v e so t h a t no one w i l l h ave t o s l e e p on 
a t o p bunk, b ut rooms w i l l h ave t o be s h a r e d b e t w e e n 
or t h r e e . The w a s h i n g , and t o i l e t f a c i l i t i e s a r e w e l l p r o v i d e d and 
t h e r e i s a l a r g e k i t c h e n w i t h f r i d g e / f r e e z e r and two e l e c t r i c c o o k e r s . 

The p r o v i s i o n a l programme i s a s f o l l o w s : 

T h r e e o r f o u r c a r s t o b r i n g t h e p a r t y a r r i v i n g t o g e t h e r a t 5pm on F r i d a y , June 
4 t h . E v e n i n g m e a l a t The Crown, S m a l l b u r g h . S h o r t t a l k on h i s t o r y of t h e 
a r e a . S a t u r d a y , J u n e 5 t h v i s i t N o r w i c h . T o u r g u i d e - one and a h a l f h o u r s 
f o l l o w e d by f r e e t i m e . L u n c h i n c a f e of own c h o i c e . D r i v e t o B l i c k l i n g H a l l 
(one o f t h e f i n e s t J a c o b e a n h o u s e s i n B r i t a i n ) i n t h e a f t e r n o o n . L i g h t 
e v e n i n g m e a l i n t h e c e n t r e . Sunday, June 6 t h t r i p on t h e B r o a d s i n t h e 
m o r n i n g f r o m Wroxham. E i t h e r e a t a t t h e c e n t r e o r i n Wroxham. V i s i t Wroxham 
B a r n s , a c r a f t c e n t r e , a f t e r l u n c h . D e p a r t f o r S i d c u p 5pm. 

C o s t p e r p e r o n ( e x c l u d i n g m e a l s o u t ) £24. ( T h i s i n c l u d e s c e n t r e c h a r g e s , 
m e a l s a t c e n t r e , N o r w i c h g u i d e . B r o a d s t r i p and e n t r y t o B l i c k l i n g H a l l . ) 
A l l o w y o u r s e l f a f u r t h e r £15-£20 f o r m e a l s o u t . 

W i l l t h o s e i n t e r e s t e d p l e a s e l e t F r a n c e s know so t h a t a m e e t i n g c a n be 
a r r a n g e d i n t h e S p r i n g t o f i n a l i s e t h e a r r a n g e m e n t s . 

J o h n M e r c e r 

0.S. Map R e f : TG 355225 

How t o f i n d H i l l C r e s t : 
A p p r o a c h N o r w i c h on t h e A l l 
and l e a v e on t h e A1151. Two 
m i l e s n o r t h e a s t o f Wroxham 
t a k e a r i g h t t u r n t o B a r t o n 
T u r f . F o l l o w t h e s i g n p o s t s 
t h r o u g h N e a t i s h e a d t o B a r t o n 
T u r f v i l l a g e . T a k e t h e l e f t 
f o r k on a p p r o a c h i n g t h e 
v i l l a g e . The F i e l d C e n t r e i s 
on t h e l e f t j u s t p a s t t h e 
v i l l a g e shop. 


