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Once again our valued member, Mr. Pip Hayward, commenced our year by 
i l l u s t r a t i n g and e x p l a i n i n g the many signs appertaining to the Inns of Kent. 
Mr. Graham gave the speaker a vote of thanks on behalf of the S o c i e t y f o r 
such an i n t e r e s t i n g and enjoyable evening. 

A few days l a t e r , I happened to be looking a t a Kent L o c a l H i s t o r y Magazine 
of 1974 and to my amazement found the f o l l o w i n g on the "Woden Horse" t h a t 
had been described by Mr. Hayward ... 

"KENTISH CUSTOMS - CHRISTMAS 

At Ramsgate, they begin the f e s t i v i t i e s of Christmas by a c u r i o u s procession 
a p a r t y of young people procure the head of a dead horse, which i s a f f i x e d 
to a pole about four f e e t i n length; a s t r i n g i s a f f i x e d to the lower jaw, 
a horse c l o t h i s a l s o attached to the whole, under which one of the p a r t y 
gets and by f r e q u e n t l y p u l l i n g the s t r i n g , keeps up a loud snapping noise 
and i s accompanied by the r e s t of the p a r t y , grotesquely habited with hand 
b e l l s : they then proceed from house to house, r i n g i n g the b e l l s , and s i n g i n g 
c a r o l s and songs; they are commonly g r a t i f i e d with beer and cake, or perhaps 
w i t h money. T h i s i s c a l l e d , p r o v i n c i a l l y , a Hodening and the f i g u r e above 
described a Hoden or Woden Horse... I t i s , I f i n d , general on the I s l e of 
Thanet on Christmas Eve and as f a r as I can l e a r n , nowhere e l s e . 

From a l e t t e r signed J . J . R . i n The Sporting Magazine f o r December 1807. 
Submitted by Mr. J . Goulstone of lO Haslemere Road, Bexleyheath, Kent. " 

I would a l s o mention t h a t there i s a booklet published by S h i r e P u b l i c a t i o n s 
L t d . on Inn Signs. 

SNAP I T ! 

Every day the face of Sidcup i s changing, sometimes s l o w l y , sometimes 
apparently overnight. The o l d house with large garden disappears and i s 
replaced with a mini e s t a t e of town houses or the gradual r e b u i l d i n g of a 
complex road system. Memory can be f i c k l e , a f t e r a short w h i l e i t maybe 
d i f f i c u l t to r e c a l l e x a c t l y what stood at a c e r t a i n point. Probably the 
e a s i e s t way of recording our l o c a l h i s t o r y i s the photograph - t h i s does not 
mean t h a t one has to be a David B a i l e y - any of the small popular cameras 
w i l l give you a recognisable image and a u s e f u l way to use up those ends of 
f i l m l e f t over from h o l i d a y s i s to go out and snap Sidcup, but take two and 
give one to the S o c i e t y A r c h i v e s . 

E r i c P e r c i v a l 

P.S. T h i s i s by way of being a l e c t u r e to myself, but maybe someone e l s e 
w i l l take note. 

C a r r y i n g on E r i c ' s theme d"f d e s t r u c t i o n . Halfway S t r e e t I n f a n t s School has 
now been demolished and i n i t s p l a c e McLean Homes i s b u i l d i n g a complex of 
houses to be known as "Lamb Abbey F i e l d s " . The name of Lamb Abbey does not 
r e f l e c t t h a t the s i t e was o r i g i n a l l y t h a t of an abbey, but t h a t Lamorbey 
was f o r some time s p e l t i n t h i s manner. 



- 2 -

NORTH CRAY WALKABOUT 

T h i s walk took p l a c e on the 3 r d March 1984 and was l e d by Mr. & Mrs. Nash. 

The ten members and three guests who braved the c o l d , b l u s t e r y weather were 
r i c h l y rewarded f o r t h e i r e f f o r t s . 

The afternoon commenced w i t h a conducted tour of S t . James's Church. T h i s 
church i n c o r p o r a t e s f e a t u r e s from e a r l i e r times and many memorials to l o c a l 
d i g n i t a r i e s . Our v i s i t was made memorable by the eloquence of Mr. Osmond 
Peacock, who was a mine of information on not only the Church, but l o c a l 
h i s t o r y . He t o l d us t h a t the Church had been saved from d e s t r u c t i o n from 
a f l y i n g bomb by the i n t e r v e n t i o n of a t r e e . We a l s o understood he i s , adept 
at metal work, having renovated the Church c h a n d e l i e r . 

From the Church we moved on to the o l d s e c t i o n of the North Cray Road. T h i s 
was once a bus route, but now a secluded country lane. Here we paid r e s p e c t s 
to the s i t e of the o l d Alms Houses, which were a c a s u a l t y of the dual 
carriageway. 

Our next stop was the o l d school house which was s t i l l i n i t s o r i g i n a l l i v e r y 
and d i s p l a y e d a commemorative plaque to bygone times. Alas the occupier was 
not a t home and we were t h e r e f o r e unable to see the i n t e r i o r . 

We were l u c k i e r next door where Mrs. Harrington allowed us i n t o her secluded 
w a l l e d garden, which was indeed an arbour away from the windy North Cray Road 
and where h e l l i b o r e flowered and memories of l a s t summer hung i n the a i r . 

With a b r i e f glimpse of L o r i n g H a l l , once the home of Viscount Castlereagh, 
we a r r i v e d a t Vale Mascal, a p l e a s i n g eighteenth century house and were 
allowed to see the gardens by Mrs. Grant, the present owner. The gardens, 
which encompass the r i v e r Cray are w e l l l a i d out and include a gazebo, grotto 
and e x t e n s i v e flower beds where k i n g f i s h e r s are frequent v i s i t o r s . Many 
garden p a r t i e s are hel d here i n the summer. 

NumJDer 112 North Cray Road, our l a s t stop and the home of Mr. Chu, was to 
o f f e r a r e a l s u r p r i s e , an e x q u i s i t e Regency Bathhouse which once belonged to 
the Vale Mascal E s t a t e . The b u i l d i n g , constructed of f l i n t with b r i c k 
corners and resembling a smal l church was lo c a t e d on an i s l a n d a t the end of 
the garden and was v i r t u a l l y o r i g i n a l i n a l l r e s p e c t s . Mrs. Grant of Vale 
Mascal had p r e v i o u s l y t o l d us t h a t she would d e a r l y l i k e t h i s bathhouse to be 
once again p a r t of the Vale Mascal E s t a t e . 

The afternoon ended as i t had begun, co l d and b l u s t e r y , but thanks to the 
h o s p i t a l i t y of the owners of the b u i l d i n g s we v i s i t e d , we a l l returned home 
the warmer f o r the experience. 

Vic Mayes 

P.S. (Frances) Many of us turned back w i t h Mrs. Nash who showed us the now 
empty Cray H a l l . From there we c a r r i e d on to the home of Mr. & Mrs. Nash 
and were k i n d l y e n t e r t a i n e d to t e a . 

NORTH CRAY HALL HOUSE S 

Many y e a r s ago Mr. P . J . T e s t e r , a Fellow of the Society of A n t i q u a r i e s 
discovered a H a l l House i n North Cray. The house was dismantled and for many 
ye a r s h e l d i n care by the Bexley Borough C o u n c i l . However, t h i s year the 
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house has been r e - e r e c t e d a t the Weald & Downland Open A i r Museum, Si n g l e t o n , 
Nr. C h i c h e s t e r . The museum i l l u s t r a t e s the h i s t o r y of v e r n a c u l a r a r c h i t e c t u r e 
i n the Weald & Downland area from mediaeval times to the nineteenth century. 
During the i n t e r v a l of our "Inns of Kent" meeting, Kathy Harding was showing 
photographs of the house now erected a t S i n g l e t o n . C o - i n c i d e n t a l l y , a few 
days l a t e r , Mrs. Joy Saynor a t her Crayford Manor House evening c l a s s showed 
s l i d e s of the a c t u a l timbers being lowered i n t o p o s i t i o n . A v i s i t to the 
museum i s w e l l worthwhile, e s p e c i a l l y as our l o c a l area i s now represented. 
A f u r t h e r co-incidence i s t h a t I r e c e i v e d a l i s t from Mr. Nunns, our previous 
Chairman, of the m a t e r i a l he had deposited a t H a l l Place p r i o r to l e a v i n g 
Sidcup f o r Deal. Item No.42 i s "Portion of Daub from the North Cray H a l l 
House 14th/15th Century". 

HISTORICAL NOTE 

Our Chairman, Miss I r i s Morris and her colleague. Miss K i t t y Roome, have now 
had published a book on I r i s ' f a v o u r i t e place - Wilmington. I am sure t h a t 
I r i s w i l l be only too pleased to give you d e t a i l s of where t h i s book may be 
obtained. 

ANNUAL OUTING 

T h i s year we t r a v e l l e d to Lavenham and Ickworth which was once again arranged 
by our outings s e c r e t a r y , Mrs. Nash. I t was an awful day from the weather 
p o i n t of view, but i n s p i t e of t h i s I know t h a t the members enjoyed the day -
the s i n g song on the r e t u r n journey kept the s p i r i t s f l y i n g . 

SUMMER EVENING WALKS 

I n general these were w e l l attended, e s p e c i a l l y the walk l e d by E r i c P e r c i v a l 
around C h i s l e h u r s t . He and h i s w i f e had reconnoitred the area and conse
quently e v e r y t h i n g went w e l l . I myself f e l t t h a t there was a most companion
able s p i r i t t h a t evening which r e f l e c t e d the need f o r outside a c t i v i t i e s i n 
order f o r members to get acquainted. 

The S t . Mary Cray walk was a l s o w e l l attended w i t h the bonus of f i n d i n g S t . 
Marys Church door a j a r and ob t a i n i n g permission f o r the p a r t y to peep i n s i d e . 
Denise and Kathy were overjoyed to get a chance to look a t the brass work. 
A f u r t h e r bonus was l i s t e n i n g to the b e l l s being rung so j o y f u l l y . 

KENT VOLUNTARY SERVICE COUNCIL 

May I once again enquire whether a member would be prepared to attend the 
q u a r t e r l y meeting (held on F r i d a y afternoons) of the l o c a l H i s t o r y Committee 
at Maidstone . With the exception of the Kent A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y ( t h e i r 
Annual General Meeting occurs on a S a t u r d a y ) , t h i s i s the only foot we have 
i n the County of Kent. Even Lewisham sends a member and i t would be r a t h e r 
n i c e i f we could once again have a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e from the So c i e t y . 

FOOTS CRAY MEADOWS 

I t was u p s e t t i n g f o r one and a l l to l e a r n of the plans put forward by the 
Bexley C o u n c i l f o r t h i s s i t e . However, I was indeed pleased with the r e 
a c t i o n t h a t Denise Baldwin and Kathy Harding showed on t h i s proposal. They 
rang v a r i o u s members r e q i i e s t i n g them to w r i t e to the Council o b j e c t i n g to 
the plans f o r a caravan s i t e . Due to them and many other r e s i d e n t s , i n the 
October 4th i s s u e of the Sidcup Times an a r t i c l e appeared saying that the 
Council are r e c o n s i d e r i n g the scheme i n the l i g h t of considerable p u b l i c 
i n t e r e s t and concern. 
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We were saddened during the l a t e sunmer to hear of the passing of Mr. 
S w i n d l e h u r s t , a very q u i e t but valued member of the S o c i e t y . 

Mr. Drake our Vice Chairman and A r c h i v i s t died i n the autumn of 1983 
having attended a S o c i e t y meeting only two days p r e v i o u s l y . He was not 
only a member of our S o c i e t y , but a l s o of the Bexley C i v i c S o c i e t y . The 
s e c r e t a r y of the C i v i c S o c i e t y , Mr. Peter Barnes, suggested t h a t a t r e e be 
p l a n t e d to h i s memory i n the grounds of Lamorbey. Mr. Drake's daughter • 
was agreeable to t h i s suggestion and so one Saturday morning during the 
s p r i n g many of h i s S o c i e t y and C i v i c S o c i e t y colleagues and f r i e n d s 
gathered on a very inclement morning to watch h i s daughter p l a n t a beech 
t r e e i n memory of her f a t h e r . Mrs. Nash spoke of Frank Drake and h i s 
accomplishments and how s a d l y h i s presence was missed. 

A warm welcome to a l l our new members and should you wish to read up on 
the l o c a l a r e a , I am sure our A r c h i v i s t , E r i c P e r c i v a l , w i l l be only too 
pleased to help you w i t h your s t u d i e s . 

I do hope you w i l l a l l enjoy the 1 9 8 4 / 8 5 L o c a l H i s t o r y year - don't fo r g e t 
you are a l l members of t h i s S o c i e t y and any suggestions, ideas or s n i p p i t s 
of information you may have w i l l be very welcome. Please do not h e s i t a t e 
to l e t a member of the committee know. Cuttings from the l o c a l papers, 
magazines e t c . would be welcomed by our A r c h i v i s t . 

Have you noticed t h a t on t h i s second n e w s l e t t e r I have been j o i n e d by 
Messrs. Mayes and P e r c i v a l . May I thank them f o r t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 

Frances Oxley 
Hon. S e c r e t a r y 

24th October 1984 


